AUTHENTIC HISTORY . 
ot the LATE 


REVOLUTION 


COMPREHENDING 


A ſuccint Ac cou of the Riſe, Progreſs, 


and Principles of the contending Parties in 
Holland; the true Source of the Diſcontent of 
"as Burghers of Amſterdam againſt their Magi- 


ſtrates; the Characters and Conduct of thoſe 


* who were at the 1 ph this Deſign, and the 
Steps taken to bring 

throughout with Bet y) Speeches Placargs, 
Sc. taking in all T2 to the Time of 
the Prince Seadtholdar s leaving the LAY 
September 15, 1748. 
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T is the H& Otra of | A Ein 
Shaniſo Writer, that the true Reaſon 


ſo ill written, is that few give them- 
ſelves; the Trouble to record what paſſes 
under their on Eyes, from a Notion that 
wllat happens in their on Times is trivial, 
and of little Importance in Compari ſon of 
what fell out an Age or tio ago; and 
thus by an unaccountable Weakneſs even 
the beſt Writers employ their Pains in 
compaling Works ußon Subjects, where 
the Materials lye ina great Meaſure out 
4 theimReach, Where it is impoſſib 


why the Hiſtories of late Times are 


[2] 


therm to promiſe themſelves VEE 


© where Impartiality and Induſtry, the two 
great Qualities of an Hiſtorian, are very fre- 
quently of little Uſe, Whereas if Men 
would content themſelves with tranſmitting 
to Poſterity juſt and fair Relations of what 
themſelves might witli very little Trouble 


12 in a clear Light, Whatever Reception 
their Works met with in their Lifetimes, 


from the Prevalence : of the Paſſions and 


Prejudices of . their Contemporaries, T% they 
would certainly both merit and receive the 
Thanks of Poſterity, and themſelves be 
regarded as Friends to Truth, to the! Inte- 
reſt -of * :arid toi the Welfare 
1 I 0 eonofti FE od: vd] 
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: ane an ſafelplaBGiriti that the 
Changes which have” lately happened in 
the United Nrovinter are in themſelves 
ſingular enough, excluſive of the Intereſt 


we have in them, to deſerve the Notice of 


a Perſun . chpable to ſet them in a clear and 


juſt Pomt of View and yet there is no 


doubt that they will be hereafter written 
in a Manner quite different from this, and 
858 4 Facts aſcribed to Motives al- 
8 together 


mine to- the Bottom, and be able to 


E 
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3] 
to gether | wide of 1 that really produced 
9 1 beartil) with. that it was as 
mach 1 in my Power, as in my Win, to lay 
the Whole of [theſe Tranfadtions before the 
| Reader, and to thew him by what Steps 4 
Prince "who but two Years ago was thought 
to have not the leaſt Proſpect of obtaining 
thoſe Honours which have been worthily 
enjoyed by his Family, which many thought | 
due to his Birth,, and which , thoſe, "tis 
had the beſt Or pportunity of knowing him, | | 
believed much more due to his Merit ; was "2M 
of 2 ſudden b the propitious  Aﬀiſtance i 
14 of, eaven, and the Voice of a great Ma- / 
FR jority of his Countrymen, exalted far be- 
3 1 what 125 own n Party hoped, what | | 
is beſt Friends could expect, or what his 
moſt embittered Enemies figured to them- | 


* * 
Telves: from their Fears. 


1 - But a as this liew out of my Reach I con- 
= tent myſelf with A bare Hint of it, and 
© yen that I ſhoald hardly have given if 1 it 
had not been neceſfarily introductive to the 
Subject 55 undertake to handle, which is the 
Chang ge that has in a few Weeks been 
"hear to paſs in'the City of Amſterdam. 
A Change which I am very ſenſible. muſt 
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orta this City ives the Exam] ple 
to Fu 2 ole Province N Holland, in the 
very fame Manger that the Meaſures p pur- 
ſued ther rein affect the other ſix Provinces, 
Ms: ether with it form by Re publick | 

he Un ted Netherlands. Change al- 


15 Er. 25 48 unexpected as, Fi: Reſtitution 


% ES. CRRS.EEST CC. ERS” RET TEST. 


of. the. Stadtholderſhip | to the Family | of 
Nala, and brought about too by Means 
In every Kelp pect as ſurprieing; j 180 that 
whoever. wil conſider this Hiſtory as it 
ſhall be. truly and impartially penned, will 
find that 1 baye not over-rated It, but that 
it deſerves as much to be committe d to 
ou. and ſecured for the Conſider; tiqn 0 * 
the next Generation, as any thing cha ha | 
fallen out within the, ; Compaſs ef our 
G 2566 nh 9 
E ut revious to 9,0 W 0 che 
| # Progreſs, of a Deſign . which "has 
been. crowned with ſuch unexpected Suceek, 
it will, be requiſite to give the Reader r, A 
conciſe Account of the Riſe of thoſe two 
Parties that, ſtarted up almoſt as ſoon 2s 
this Republick was formed, and are like 
to continue as long as it ſubüſts. It will 
be 


be no „ "to I. vet Deſcrip- 


tion of the civil dverhrhen of Anferda 
for without that no Stranger could poffibly 
comprehend the Grounds of this Diſpute ; 
and i it will be Uke wie proper to ſhew how 
favourable. "the Furniture" "Was When this 
Scheme w v as laid, "as that is 4 Cikchmftance 
3 eee at leaſt Ws iel 48 x any 
other” to t the good Fottuns It a8 mie 
Bilde and pirated thoſe unto ward and 
calamitous- ireumtanc ic Weich at 
any ther tirnie 8 Attemßt 8 Bis Boe 
mal, "inevitably Fave been a teneck. f 
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When a kucdindf Account has ae: No 
E'; theſe ſeveral, leading/Points, T ry pro- 
Ceed to a Fair ang and juſt Repre 1 of 
the, Project as it The ori h formed, the 
true Characters of the penn AQors 
therein, the | ſeveral ſteps taken to bring it 


about, the powerful Oppoſition it met 


with, the very indifferent Opi pinion . which 
the wiſeſt among the Wellwithers to this 
Scheme had, of its, being brought "to bear, 
the lucky Accidents which * facilitated its 
Progreſs, and the eaſy and quiet Reception 
it, obtained at laſt, without the Effuſion 


of. a ſingle Drop of Blood, or the di- 


6 ſtreſſing 


d 9. 
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he to. 
roned, .ars general ag al 10 5 in, Hollan 
Qr, ange and tþe Louveftern; for caſons H 
7 — 5 1 70 ear. , Aﬀter er the | Death I 
Henry ede of. Hense, which 
happen in.156 45 1 t the 5 
Rk ki 5 Po ſonar: 1 
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have . this Obligation to Fe: A 5 L 
very "ill, aun him to be tried and % 
condemned as an, Enemy. to his Country, for 
oling a efign he had formed of becom- 
ing its Spyereign. | However "that Matter 
might he, the Diſp ute between this Frince | 
and that Stefan, produced i theſe Factions, | | 


4 * 
883 
= 


1 74 4 


extinguiſhing | his Party, that it proved the 
main Support of it; thoſe. who were of bs 
the ſame Scntiments, waking uſe of that ge- . 
neral Compafſion ſhewn by the People on | 
the r melancholy Occakion! 5 bringing to the 
Scaffold a Man bending under the Weight 
of. Years, and'of the F atigues be had under- 
went 


[LJ 
a Sanction to his Principles. This Faction, 
vrhich continued increaſing during the Ad- 


miniſtration of Prince Fredericł Henry, who 


ſucceeded his Brother Prince Maurice, grew 


to ſuch a Height under the Government 


of Prince William II. his Son and Suc- 
ceſſor, that he judged it neceſſary for his 
own Preſervation and the publick Tranquil- 
lity, to ſecure the Heads of it in the Caſtle 
of Lairveſtein, whence. ſuch as abetted their 


; Opinions received and gloried in that Name. 


pon the Death of Prince William. II. 
which happened in the Vear 16 50. in Ap- 


pearance without an Heir, for his Son Wil- 


liam III. was not born till after his Deceaſe, 


the Louveſtein Party came into Power, and 


in a very ſhort Time poſſeſſed liemdelves 3 in- 
tirely of the Government. When I ſay they 
poſſeſſed themſelves of it, I would be un- 
derſtood to mean that they filled by Degrees 
all Poſts of Honour, Truſt, and Profit, with 
thoſe of their own Party, excluding ſuch as 
were well affected to the Family of Orange, 


notwithſtanding that Numbers of them had 
ſerved their Country with equal Fidelity 


and Reputation. This produced here What 
B 4 it 


l Sl - 


produced in alliCountries; where 


it has ever 
any Thing of the like Kind has happened, 


that is to ſay, Jealouſies, Heats, and Ani- 
moſities, equally deſtructive of private Peace 


and publick Welfare. Thoſe in Power 
treated ſuch as they bad excluded, as if 
they had been Enemies to their Country, 


and thoſe: that were oppreſſed, regarded all 


in Poficflion. of Employments, not as their 
Egal Governors, but as ſo many Tyrants, 


ho violated thoſe LANE: n ne to 
adminiſter. : 


I Ar this: juncture the Republick Was at 
itz greateſt Height in reſpect to Power, to 


Wealthy and Reputation, and this tempted 


the great Men then at the Head of Affaire, 
to fi 


gnalize their Adminiſtration, by enter- 
ing intd a War with England, which was 
ſuddenly become a Republick alſo; What 
they hHoped would have added Strength and 


Fame to that Authority of which they were 


juſt become Maſters, had the quite contrary 
Effect, for it exhauſted their naval Power, 
and by its unfortunate Iſſue leſſoned their 


Oredit extremely. This they aſcribed” to 

the Diſaffection of ſome Officers they were 

_— 8 to the 2— 'of 
7 their 


e 


„„ 
e 4a 25 WF; 
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; —— Yoale Deiree of Probabiiry, pan 
their managing with much better Succeſs 
ale ſtcond Wär wich that Nation, after the | 
Neſtoration of its Monarch; and when the 
Vomveſtein Faction employed: none but their 


on. Creatures. Their good Fortune ROW. 
ever, ab it made them inſdlent; ſo it render. 


ed them hated; för though: Fobls de Mitt, 
who was at the Head of Affairs, lived very 


modeſtly, and acted withi great Moderation, 


yet his Brother Cornelius, though a brave 
and able Man, had ſuch a Tinkture of Vas 
nity, and conducted every Thing with ſuch 


an Eclat, as raiſed the Envy of the better 


Sort as much as it excited the n W 


* 
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The Situation of their Affalss a the 


extraordinary Power of Louis XIV. made 
it neceſſary for the Governors of the Re- 
publick to court him, which though they 
ſometimes did; yet ſuch was the haughty 


Spirit of their Adminiſtration, that by a 
wanton Diſplay of what they took to be 


the Effects of their Wiſdom' and Fortune, 
they provoked that ambitious Monarch to 
enter into a Confederacy which aimed at no 
LIL E | leſs 
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This produced the Invaſiofl off 167 and 


U 10 1 


leſs than the Deſtruction of the Republick. 


as that appeared to the People as the mere 


Effects ofathe oſtentatious Pride of their 
Rulers, it brought about à ſudden and in 
ſome Reſpects a bloady Revolution; the two 


De Mitts being murdered by the Mob, the 


Touugſtein Syſtem entirely :Hiflolyed, and 
Milliam III. Prince of Orange; by the Abo- 
lition of the perpetual Edict, reſtored to the 


high. Offices which his Anceſtors had diſ- 


charged with ſo much Glory. The great 
| Courage and Prudence with which he con- 


ducted that Wat, and extricated his Country 


from Difficulties very little inferior to thoſe 
againſt which his Great Grandfather ſtrug- 
gled, procured to him the ſtable Poſſeſſion of 


thoſe Honours which the Inclinations of his 


Oduntrymen had beſtowed; and fixed his 


Authority upon a firm as well ind egal 
ch 18 Hin 2 1 1 


| 4 


eben ber areal n called himſelf to 
he T hiowe of the Britiſb Dominions, he 


Mill retained the Dignity of Beadholder, 


which in caſe he had been bleſſed with 


Children, was before that Time declared 
-—— ; but . this Support, and 


being 


J 
bellig obligedd to be often abſent, hig Power 
was Sth; ing diminiſhed/ while in 
outward: Appearance | it was at its" gteateſt 
Height.” The Remains of "the ' Douveftein 
Faction, partly by Compliance, and partly 
by dint of the great Intereſt of their Fami- 
lies, crept again into Employments'; ſo that 
. "the Demiſe of King William, they be- 
= dame once more in ſome Meaſure Maſters, 
4 00 being taught Prudence and Moderation 
by adverſity, ſtrengthened themſelves im- 
perceptibly, and at length ſettled their Sway | 
upott a much broader Foundation than it 


had ever pod before. 


12127 $ 01 £55 Jig F » © 10 2 1440 2 


n is not known to many People „ but the 

Miter of Fact is nevertheleſs Iris! that 
the protracting the laſt general War, = 
the contitual Oppoſition given by the Field 
Deputies 2 the States to the Duke of 
Marlhorougb, more eſpecially at his firſt 
Entrance upon his Command of the Army 
' of the Allies, was owing entirely to khis 
State of Things. The Lowveſtein Faction 
were afraid that if either a Battle ſhould be 
loſt, or their Troops removed at any Di- 
Mice from their Frontiers, the Inhabitants 


of the great Cities would diſcover that Diſ- 
like 


— * 9 af : 
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like Which they knew, den bore to their 
Frocredings. The happy Frogreſß, of that 
Wer; made them eaſier hy Degrees,, more 
: eſpecially after the ae 7 Ly 
* ;Serene Highneſs the P of | 
afan, Father 0 t d pre 
3 ho, was drowned in his es 
 Moredyby Jah 14. 173 1, as he was com- 
iet tu Me, Hogue: to fettle all Points in Dit- 
Tens heren the King, of Praia, and 
bimſelſ in Relation to the gucceſſion of the 
late King William III. the Prince bein 


— 8 


Heir hy Wal, and the King by Deſcent. . 
51020 boot? 188 ber 
By this 3 Accident in 10 criti- 


gal — when the. Claims of. 
Houle f Orange deſcended a ſecond Time 
to a poſthumous Child. the Steps I 5 
ſuppott chem were rendered, abortive, and 
ut thg ame time: it ruined in a manner all 
che Hapes of thoſe who were either attached 


by: Inclipatjon, or 4 or connected by their Ciry % 
cumſtances to that Hovſe. . The dominant 3 


"8" 


favoncattlc Opportunity, enertgd their. ut⸗ 1 
maſt Skill. and. Pow er in dilpoling 4 f ;all | 5 
Places in I ſuch a, Manner: ag might render 
them; for ever fecure,. and prevent ſo munen 


As 


D * 4 


3 


131 


25 4 Glimmering of a Recovery t to their Op- 
ponents, in which, if they did not act as wor- 


thy Citizens, they certainly behaved wiſely 


upon party Principles, and for ſome Years 
their Scheme was attended' with all the Suc⸗ 


ceſs they could wifh; as is generally the 


Caſe! till party, Succeſs turns upon felt. 


But it is now been to pp what 


has been faid, and to give the Reader = 


Idea of the Conſeq uence of this Hiſtory 
our preſent Subject. There is aeg 5 
natural to the Heart of Man as to ſuffer his 


8 private and particular Intereſts to get the 
better of his general Obligations, and, as in 


the preſent Caſe, the prevailing Party had 
already ſacrificed the Reſpect due to the 
publick 1 to the Support of their Faction, ſo 


it was very natural for them to let this give 
Way to their domeſtick Views, in which 


they were ſo much the more ready, as they 
looked upon themſelves to he now tho- 
roughly fixed, and under no farther: Ne- 
ceflity of keeping any Meaſures w 4225 
In this State Things continued for many 
Vears, and this Continuance encouraged 
ſuch : as were maſters of Power to believe it 
a Thing 
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a Thing: inherent to them, that they had 
an excluſiye Right to enjoy it; and that 


whoever. ſought to riſe without their Con- 


ſent, though he ſought it in ever fo honour- 


able a Manner, was to be regarded as a 
publick Enemy. A Man might be learned, 
induſtrious and rich, might live in what 


Manner he would, build Palaces, ſet up 


Equipages, keep Aſſemblies, or even Ope- 

ras in his own Houſe unmoleſted ; but if 
ſuch a Man lived frugally, was kind to his 
poor Neighbours, and took. Pains to be ac- 
quainted with the better Sort, at the ſame 


time he Was held in Suſpicion ; q and if he 


attempted to get into the Magiſtracy, he was 
accounted a dangerous Man. Theſe Ap- 
prehenſions, grounded upon the known Diſ- 


contents of the common People, had ſuch 


an Effect upon the Grandees, that inſtead 


of regarding the Welfare ind Spirit of 
the Republick, they ſtudied only to pre- 


ferve it in Peace, and this becauſe they 


ſaw plainly that whenever War was declar- 

ed or entered i into againſt any Enemy, but 

againſt France more eſpecially, it would 
ſooner or later make a Breach in their Sy- 


ſtem through which the Stadtholder would 


n enter, and bring in his Friends 


with 
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With him, which they er as much as 


ee ft 
| the laſt Day. a bo 343 


"Pq 330} 0 bis ETC 3 51 Z 3... 18 
| - + Pmiay* fafely- W to le Hiſtory's of 
Burge i in general, and to that of this Re- 


Pevliek in particular, for the Proof of what 


I ſay. Treaty after Treaty was made for 


the Sake of preſerving or rather patching up 
of” Peace, the military Eſtabliſhment was 
ſoffered to tun into great Diſorder, their na- 


val Power dwindled extreamly, and in ſhort 


every Thing funk except Taxes, Debts, 
and the private Fortunes of theſe great Rul- 
ers and their Friends. By this means it 
came to paſs that in a ſhort time it was no 
Secret," the Strength of the State was great- 
ly declined, ſhe was in no Condition to un- 
dertake any Thing extraordinary to deliver 
her out of this Plight, but rather obliged to 
attach herſelf ſome Way or other to her 


: Neighbours, ſo as to be ſute of Support, 


and to be out of Danger of taking up Arms. 
Yet even in theſe 'Circiitnſtances there 
wanted not Men bold enough to profeſs 


themſelves Patriots, to compare the preſent 


Condition of the Republick with the paſt, 
and to teſtify their Wiſhes, that the Face 
of Affairs might change ſo as to reſemble 
2911181 * what 
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what. they were in former Times. Ia 
1722 the States of Guelders cheſs! the 
Prince of Orange their Stadtholder, not- 
withſtanding all the Oppoſition that cpuld 
be given io that Meaſure hy the Province 


1 16 1 


of: Hallond , and this alarmed the prevaily 


ing Party excellively. | They faw' that thb 
would give Life and Spirit to the Patriots, 


and that, as his Serene Highneſs grew; up, 
and difplayed upon all Occaſions, the here- 


ditary Vixtues of his Family, the Number 


5 * Adherents, would encxeaſe, and thoſe 


d their Management would not 


be . as has hern the Caſe for 
many Fears, and this heightened their A- 
verſion 10 every Thing that had the leaſt 


Appearance of Vigour, ox; of Spirit, at the 
ame Time it drove them into that Com- 


plaiſance for a certain powerful Neighbout 


which was ſo detrimental to the, true In- 
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. they found themſelves obliged to 


Part in the preſent War, their Con- 


Was ſo fluctuating and irregular, that 


197 


Parties. 


* 


15 
b 


[ 71 
Parties. On the one hand the Allies knew 
not How to depend upon them, and on 
the other hand, notwithſtanding all the 
Service they rendered to the French by their 
Fickleneſs and Irreſolution, they alſo were 
at a Loſs how to deal with them. In the 


firſt Place they tried by the Intrigues of 


Fenelon and his Succeſſor to engage them 
in a Neutrality, to which they ſhewed at 
once an Inclination and a Reluctance. The 
former was the Effects of the true Spirit of 
their Government, which was to take care 
of themſelves and let what would be- 
come of the reſt of the World; the latter 
proceeded from their Fear; for it was now 


evident enough that the People abhorred ſo 


diſhonourable a Meaſure, and were inclin- 
ed to hazard any thing rather than fink 


into ſo-ſhameful a State of Dependance on 


that Power, which of all others, they had 
moſt reaſon to n <ii 1 | 


' To bring ths: Matter chordfale 10, ins 


Iſſue, the French Court took the Reſolu- 


tion of making uſe of Force, and this in- 
duced them to transfer the War into the 
Low-Countries, and to attack the Barrier, 
which certainly was no Part of their ori- 
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ginal Deſign, and which neither could, nor 


has contributed much to the facilitating 
their Views. In this Invaſion” they had all 


the Succeſs they could deſire in the Field, 
but none at all in the great Point of the Neu- 


trality, which by this time was become more 


difficult and more dangerous for theſe great 
Stateſmen to conclude, 'fince their Syſtem 
was now thoroughly manifeſt; and from 
the ſtrange Manner in which the War had 
been conducted, their Forces ſo much 


weakened, that they were as little able to 


impoſe by Violence upon their Subjects, as 
to oppoſe their Enemies. In the mean 


time the length of the War grew inſup- 


portable to the French, and they found 


themſelves under an abſolute Neceflity of 
coming to Extremities, and trying what 
a might be done by falling upon the Ter- 
ritories of the States, which hitherto had 

been reſpected. There is but too much 


Cauſe to believe that this was not alto- 


gether "unforeſeen 'in Holland; and the 
French Generals, from the natural Inſo- 


lence and Impetuoſity of that Nation, made 
Jo little a Secret af the Expectations of 
their Court when they fell upon Durch Flan- 


ters, that the — who had long be- 


fore 


119 


| lat opened their Eyes, were tempted by 


Deſpair to open their Mouths too, and to 


declare in plain Terms againſt the Govern- 


ment that either by Connivance or Con- 


| trivance 50 ſacrificed them. 


The ty" Expedient they con have 


recourſe to, was ſetting up his Serene 


Highneſs the Prince of Orange and Naſ- 


fau for Stadtholder, and therefore there 


is no kind: of Wonder that they had re- 
courſe to it ; but however the Spirits of the 


Nation were ſunk to ſuch a Degree, that 


whatever Figure the Mobs might make in 
the Gazettes that brought this important 


Event about, I can affirm that they were 
in themſelves. very inconſiderable, and that 
two or three good Troops of Horſe might 


have diſperſed them with great Eaſe. The 


Reader muſt have a care of conceiving 
from hence, that thoſe who wiſhed well to 
this Revolution were only the Dregs of the 


People, for there is nothing leſs true ; but 


thoſe who wiſhed well to it contented 
_ themſelves with thoſe Wiſhes, and were 
afraid to. give any publick Signs of their 


Satisfaction *till it became dangerous not to 


do it, and then ſeeing the Strength of their 
C 2 own 


n 


Tae] 


own Party, they were amazed it had not 


been brought about long before, Yet they 
fuffered themſelves to be impoſed upon 
by Appearances, and to bel that the 
Facility with which this Sreat Change had 
been inſtantaneouſly produce e good 


» 


Omen of its proving as effectual as they 


could deſire it; and therefore either from a 
Return of Indolence, or an unreaſonable Ti- 


midity of acting againſt thoſe to whom they 
had ſo long ſubmitted, they left the Ac- 


compliſhment of this great Work to che 
Ab Who hes _ it. 


It is very exethin that if bew poor Peo- 


ple had known as well how to go about 


their Affairs, as they knew what they 
would have been at, they would have per- 
formed the whole Buſineſs of a Reforma- 
tion to à Miracle; and as it was they pro- 
cuted thoſe Reſolutions which have been 
the Baſis of all that has been done ſince, 
and which will in the End become the 
fundamental Principles of the Belgick Li- 


berty, either by a Reſtoration of the old Con- | 


ſtitution, or the conſtructing it anew, But 


how upright ſoever their Intentions might 


bo * boiſterous Manner in which they 
purſued 
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purſued them was manifeſtly inconGfient 
with ay wy of Government ; and there- 

ainkead.. of countenancing them the 
e-Stadtt glider Lond "inafelf under a 
This very 


fallen wu to "ns new Schemes; and 
the next, that it not only damped the Spi- 


rits of the Populace, but induced thoſe 


who ſecretly approved their Proceedings, to 
ſuſpe& that Things would take another 
new Turn, and that the old-Faction would 
avail themſelves of the Stadtholder's Au- 
thority, Theſe Notions floating in Peo- 


ple's Heads, produced for "ſome Time a 
Confuſion that no Words can deſcribe, 1 | 
of which it is impoſſible that any ſhould 


form an Idea, except thoſe who ſaw and 


_ obſerved its Effects. By Degrees all Ranks 


of People returned to their original Senti- 
ments ; tlie Patrons of the old Syſtem found 
themſelves rather frighted than hurt ; they 
were ſtill in the quiet Poſſeſſion not only of 
their private Fortunes, but of their Poſts 


in the Government, and this tempted them 


to make their utmoſt Efforts to pracure 
_ a Countenance to their former Pro- 
| 1 deedings, 
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ceedings, as might make it appear both at 
Home and Abroad, that what they did was 
with the Conſent of the Natigg, While 
they had this great Point in e they 
forgot the Promiſes which t 
the People in the beginning @ tlie Furrent 
Vear, and to the Performaneß which 
they expected it would be impoſhble to 
call them, on the Score of a very dange- 


rous Diſtemper with which his Serene 


Highneſs was then afflicted, the Iſſue of 


which being very doubtful itſelf, kept the 
Hopes of ſome and the. F ears of others in 
ens: ; - by which, as the domeſtick 
Oeconomy of the Republick ſuffered ex- 
ceedingly, ſo 1! 
mon Cauſe — with irreparable Damage 
by the Neglect of the War, as important 
in its 7475 ee as in its Nature it was 


Human n may be combat to the I- 
mage of Janus, the Eyes in the Head that look 


backward being infinitely better than thoſe 


that reſpect preſent or future Events. It is 
very certain that good Patriots at this Juncture 
were under violent Apprehenſions; and 1 
bers ww there was not a ſingle Man in 


1 to be feared the com- 


[ =} 


Holland that foreſaw the Conſequences of 


this dull and indolent Supineneſs at a Seaſon 


that required the utmoſt Activity, as well 
as the greateſt Circumſpection. It had 


however geo Effects, for the People's 


Patience aaauite wore out, and no 


Sign of "the Performance of what had been 


promiſed them, they reſumed the Work 


of Reformation, and reſolved to demoliſh 


the F arms. When once this Humour 


broke out it ſpread like Wild- Fire, Publi- 
cans were ever hated in all Countries and 


by all Nations, that is, thoſe who ſpoil 
their Neighbours under Colour of execut- 

ing the Laws, but in reality to enrich 
themſelves. This was plainly and unde- 
niably the Caſe of the Farmers, from the 
biggeſt to the leaſt, and whatever Autho- 


rities they might derive from the Laws, 
there is no doubt that their Inſolence, 
their Luxury, and their Profuſion was their 


own, and for theſe they were puniſhed. 


One would have imagined that the 


| ſhorteſt and moſt natural Way of putting 


a Stop to theſe Diſorders, had been to have 
complied with the Promiſes made to the 
People in the Month of January, and this 

| Oz 7 was 
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was the very Method to which the Ma- 


giſtrates in ſome Cities were inclined to 


have Recourſe; but the Lovers of the old 
Syſtem, who could not bear, the ech 
of loſing the Farms and the F 
which afforded at once a large Revenue, 
and a numerous Militia interpaled; cancelled 
the publick Acts of thoſe Magiſtrates, and 
endeavoured to maintain as eſſential to the 
Government what was become an inſup- 
portable Burthen upon the People, towards 


which they made a very free Uſe of his 


Serene Highneſs's Name, endeayouring to 
cover their own Meaſures behind his Titles. 
This tho? well contrived, proved but a very 
feeble Expedient. Weak and infirm as 
his Highneſs was, he ſhewed the true Spi- 
rit and generous Reſolutions of his illuſtri- 
ous Family, he came in Perſon and offered 
that Propoſition, which gave new Life to 
the Republick, by ſhewing the Plan upon 
which he meant to proceed, and that he 


was in earneſt reſolved to put the Govern- 
ment upon its old and right Foundation, 


h the Love, the F idelity and Confidence of 
all its Subjects, | 
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But however wiſe, however prudent; 
however juſt, however reaſonable, and 
however kind and tender his Serene High- 
nefs's Sentiments might be, they could 
not bring over thoſe who thoug ht them 
contrary to their particular — and 
therefore forgetting that Oppreſſion will 
make wife Men mad, and much more 
the common and vulgar Sort of People, 
they by an ill-timed Exertion of their Au- 


| thority and a prepoſterous Affectation of 


ſupporting. it by Severity, increaſed thoſe 
Suſpicions that were already but too ſtrong, 
of their aiming at the Revival or rather 
Continuance of that Syſtem which they 
had ever abetted. As they gave a very 
ſignal Inſtance of this at Amfterdam, it 
engaged the Inhabitants of that City, of all 
Ranks and Degrees, in the Conſideration 
of the Conſequences that muſt attend the 
ſuffering Things to remain longer in ſo un- 
ſettled a Condition, and produced a ſtrong 
Deſire in all thoſe who! wiſhed well to the 
Proſperity of the Publick in general, and 
to the Welfare of that great, opulent and 
trading City in particular, to ſee things 
brought to ſome kind of Settlement ; that 
they might know what they had to de- 


pend 


[ 26 |] 
pend upon for their Life-time, and in what 
Circumſtances they were to leave their 
Poſterity. They had heard much of the 
Freedom of their Country, and this Was 
continually preached to them as an Argu- 
ment that ought to make them eaſy under 
immenſe Expences which they were con- 
tinually at, for preſerving this nominal 
Freedom of which they never taſted. 


170 make this clear we muſt wks a View 
« the Conſtitution of the City, the Na- 
ture of its Regency, the Offices of its = 
principal Magiſtrates, the Extent of their 
Authority, and the Manner in which they FE 
were choſen ; for without a perfect and IP 
diſtinct Knowledge of theſe Things, it is 
impoſſible to frame a right Judgment on 
the Merits of this Cauſe, and to diſtinguiſh 
between the contending Parties, who were 
in the right and who were in the wrong 
how far the Complainants had a Claim to be 
relieved, and in what Reſpects there was 
a Danger of bringing in new Inconveniences, 
and another kind of Oppreſſion, under 
Colour of redreſſing the paſt, and prevent- 
ing the like in time to come. In order 
to this it might be both entertaining and 
inſtructive 


; 
a 
\ 7 
N . 
1 
$ ”> 
£ * 
x . 
4 4 
3 7 
} 
144 
5 jp 
+ 
t 
1 * 
? i} 
1 
418 ＋ 
19 
3 
1 ; 
| * 
43 
14 
* 
i 
* 
* j 
i i 
4 1 
7 4 
$55 
. 0 
> 
* 
4 
14 1 
ini 
5 
on oh 
b 4 
1 - 
+1... 
£79 08 
+3: of 
1477 
. 77 
1 a7 
9 7 . 
T $3t: 
XR 
Ld 7 N 
3 
* 5 
1 
«2 XY iff 
1418 
„ 
1. 
31 N 
a+ $ 
3HIY 
J; 
E 1 
1 
4 
9 
n 
„ 
14 
13 
I * 
3 
* 
* 4 
- #52 
+ 
N 
. 
* 3. 48 
* 
1 
1 
*: TY 
— 4 
2 
ry - 
{4 4% 
th 
\T + 2x 
x 
N 
. 
*h 
© 
$24 5 
1 
. * 
5 7 
* 
— U Y 
3 
1 


8 
2 War c 


* 9 
9 


* 
7 - « 
. « 4 — 1 TVS 
. -.,c5 
e 


$45 on 
- „ 14h 4 
WP > aid 


„ ef ne I 4 — * 
. © - * 7 cc EE "_ * + 
COS TONES 
wt ms 3 - 
uae 


r 1 

2 -” 7 * _ »- 2 * 
r 1 I 
* 8 — — 


LO EIS 


+7 cp . r 
Es . 
: n 
* 8 
- 
* * 


1 
N 
—. — 
. 
Lr „ 1 
5 — 


" : 
— , FS * K W 
WEST: amperage” 1 
n SES . 
—— — 0h hy, 8 3 —— 
0 ** 3 2 
put. rt — Rp — 
— — 
. Sz 
* 


3 
2 


W 
R 
. = 


. 
inficullive if we ſhould aſcend beyond the 
Limits of the preſent Age, and take a 


View of the ancient Privileges of the In- 
habitants of the Dutch Cities, thoſe that 


were particularly granted to Amſterdam 
when it became a City, the Manner in 
which they have been changed, and the 
Conſequences which thoſe Changes have 
produced ; but this would take up a great 


deal of Time, tho' I cannot ſay they 


would lead us beyond the Limits of our 
preſent Enquiry, but we will confine our- 
ſelves to the preſent Times and take . 
as they ſtand. 


The ſupreme Magiſtrates in Anſterdam, are 
the Hoff Schout and the four Burgomaſters, 
who, with the Council or Senate of thirty-ſix, 
have the intire Direction and Management of 
publick Affairs; that is to ſay, they either have 
in their own Poſſeſſion all the great Offices, or 
have the beſtowing them upon others; they 
diſpenſe Juſtice in civil and criminal Caſes, 
in the latter without Appeal; they have the 
ſole Right to decide what Money is want- 
ing, after what Manner it ſhall be raiſed, 
and how it ſhall be laid out. The Regent 


Purgomaſter for. the Time being has the 


Diſpo- 


* 
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[ 28 } 
Diſpoſition of the Places that fall while he 
is in that Office, and ſuch an Influence this 
Body of People have had, that though 
ſome Shadow of Freedom was reſerved in the 


Choice of the Officers of the Militia, yet 


the Field Officers have been generally of 


the Regency, and are by this Means Maſters 


of the Lives, Properties, and military Strength 
of the Citizens, which they may diſpoſe 
at their Pleaſure, without Fear of being 
called to an Account, fince the Counſellors 
are for Life; and when Death makes any 
Vacancy, it is filled up by themſelves; fo 
that when once a Regency is formed, there 
is nothing eafier than to keep it, and to 
prevent any Man getting into it who has 
not the ſtrongeſt Recommendations to that 
Poſt, by his Connections with thoſe who 
have ſet in that Senate before ; whence we 
may readily apprehend, that the Stuff theſe 
People are made of, is intirely of one Co- 


lour. 


It is very eaſy to diſcern, even from this 
ſhort Deſcription, in which all the eſſential 
Points are contained, that the Government 
of Amſterdam was a direct Oligarchy; and 
indeed the fame Thing might be ſaid of 
| "oy 
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many other Places, and ſome other great 


Aſſemblies in the Province. The Reader 


cannot now be at a Loſs to learn either how 
the old Syſtem was ſupported, why it outliv- 


L ed the Choice of a Stadtholder, or what put 


the People in Fear, that it might reſume in 
a ſhort Time its former Force, as they 
plainly ſaw that its old Temper was not in 


0 1 the leaſt changed. He will likewiſe find 
3 no great Difficulty in penetrating the Cauſe 
4 why the Regency had a con ſiderable Party, 


ſuch as are in Poſſeſſion of Power, and have 


the Diſpoſition of Offices, can never want 
it; neither will it be any longer a Myſtery, 
1 why ſome of the richeſt Families, and ſome 
of the worthieſt Men in the City were not 
ceager in reſenting their Exclufion from 
Offices, which however they would have 


been proud of obtaining, becauſe People 


in eaſy Circumſtances, and Perſons naturally 


of a quiet Temper, are ſeldom buſy in pro- 
moting Revolutions, for Fear of being made 
anſwerable for their Conduct, in caſe any 
Attempt, in which they imbark, ſhould miſ- 
carry. The Reader having run over theſe 
Remarks in his own Mind, will enter, with- 
out the leaſt Heſitation, into the remaining 
Part of this Hiſtory, and ſee nothing in it 
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nn was over, ranſacti 
happened, which, as it gave 5 en 


[ 20 ] 
ſo marvellous and amazing as the Authors 
of certain German Gazettes have been pleaſed 


to repreſent it. There are ſome Writers 


who delight in Prodigy, and affect to ſet 


out every Thing in Terms of Surprize and 
Wonder; for my Part, that have lived 
long in the World, I am paſt being amazed 
at any Thing, and therefore look. upon it as 
the beſt Method of writing, to aim at the 
Diſcovery of the real Cauſes of Things, 

which, generally ſpeaking, ſerves to deſtroy 
that Appearance of Miracle, which afto- 
niſhes thoſe who take only a een 


V * political Events. | 


After the great Diſturbance about the 


of Diſtaſte, ſo it opened the Mouths of 


M. ultitudes, who ſpoke their Sentiments ve- 
Ty freely of the Servitude they were in, and 
of the Senſe: they had of that Yoke, from 
which, through the late Change in the Go- 


vernment, they were in Hopes of being 


_ abſolutely delivered; and though theſe 
Murmurs neither ie to the Height of 

Tumults on one Side, or ſettled into any 7 
rational or well formed Scheme on the 


other, 


a run 2 
N * 


ah. 

other, yet they ſerved to diſcover the Senti- 
ments of the greater Part of the Burghers, 
and to ſhew plainly, that if any attempted . 
to ſet a Reformation on foot, they could 
hardly fail of Support. It was this that 
encouraged ſome active and enterprizing 
Perſons to take into Conſideration the Poſ- 
ſibility of emancipating their fellow Citi- 
zens, and. reſtoring the City of Amſterdam 
to that Weight and Figure: ſhe formerly 
had, by making all her Inhabitants Sharers 
of thoſe Privileges and Immunities, to which 
they were entitled, as well by particular 
Laws, as by the general Conſtitution of the 
Ne, | 


oA theſe honeſt, well⸗ meaning, 
and free ſpirited People, was one Mr: Da- | 
niel Raap, a conſiderable Dealer in China- 
ware, a Man no way diſtinguiſhed by the 
Bulk of his Eſtate, by his Connections with 
potent Families, or by any other Kind of 
Influence than what aroſe from his general 
Character; being a very honeſt-Man, and 
a diſintereſted. Patriot. He opened his ö 


Mind upon this Subject to > Mr. Jacob Huy; | 

ter, Mr. Elias Chappen, and ſome other | 
of his Friends, who, like himſelf, were not | 
- : | I either ( 
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either rich of potent, but at the ſame Time 
| Perſons of fair Character, and Men of Sub- 
ſtance. As Mr. Rap, with a great deal of 
good Senſe, has a very happy Talent in Ex- 
preflion, and is as well read as moſt Men 
in the Hiſtory of his own Country, ſo he 
quickly gave his Friends true and right No- 
tions of Things; ſhewed them what might 
be inſiſted upon with Reaſon, and where 1 
the general Notions: of thoſe who differed 
in Opinion from their Rulers, ran into Wild- 
neſs and Chimera. He accuſtomed them to 
advance nothing 1 that they <ovld not prove, = 
to foreſee the Odjections that might be made 
to their Demands, and to anſwer them fully 
and fairly in very modeſt and yet pathetic _ 
Terms with much Poignaney, but without 
any Mixture of Indecency. As theſe Dif- 
"courſes were very pleaſant to them, and as 
by Degrees they reduced new Members Ps 
into their little Aﬀemblies, it was not long 
before Mr, Raap faw himſelf very much 1 
conifidered, which inſtead of making him 
vain, affected him rather with Melancholy, = 
for he is none of - thoſe frothy Spirits that 
delight in fine ſpeaking, and hearing the 
Applauſe of ſuch as compoſe his Audience, 
but a Man of a found Mind and ſolid 
I Head, 


361 


Tead, equally ready to hazard all for his 


Country s Service, and afraid of hazarding 


his? Reputation without ng able * mer 


F * ** 
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r Bervice, Des 3 


ab ſoon ee is He la his 10 
was grown numerous enough to be thought 
ſo, and not a Cabal of raſh and indiſcreet 
People, he defired a general Meeting, at 
which he laid before them the Nature of 


his Deſign, which was to preſs the immedi- 


ate Performance of what 'had been promi- 


ſed on certain capital Heads, which he 


ſhewed them could not fail of making Way 
for that thorou gh Reformation, which they 
ſo much deſired. When he had done this, 


he told them, that he was ſo far from ſeek- 
ing or wiſhing an implicit Concurrence, that 


he hoped, and if he might be allowed the 

1 inſiſted upon hearing any Diffi- 
culty that could be ſtarted, with reſpect to 

the Scheme he bad laid before them. He 


ſaid, he was well aware, that many would 


be met with in the Execution of his Plan, 
that he had maturely revolved in his own 


| Mind ſuch as came into his Thoughts ; but 
that he very well knew a Man was natu- 


Hy partial to a Project of his own' con- 
D triving, 
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| RVs and therefore be begged it as the 
egteſt Favour any of his Friends could do 
that they would take the other Side 
of the Argument upon this Occaſion, and 
ſhew him freely and without Reſerve, any 
Miſtakes i into which he had fallen; adding, 
that it was much better to hear them from 
item than from his Enemies, and infinite- 
- © y more expedient to confider them now, 
| than when, they were 1 e ths 
Og ph. arorating. 
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This co ra a very deeg Ss a- 
mongſt his little Senate, till at laſt one of 
the moſt. knowing and conſiderable Perſons | © 
preſent... ſtood up, and after having com- 
mended the Frankneſs and fair Dealing of 
Mr. Raap, and aſſured him and his Friends 

| that: he wiſhed as well to the Deſign as any 
of them, he. proceeded to obſerve, that 
there were. indeed many and great Obiecti- 
ops, that might be offered againſt this Pla, 
which affected him ſo much the more, as 
he was very. ſenſible, that a better Plan 1. 8 
could not be contrived ; but it was a ver 
weighty and important Deſign they had un- 
der Conſideration, which they were ſure 
would, be oppoſed, not only by a very 
SIM extenſive 
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extenſive Influence, but by a very great 
Weight of real Power; that to encounter 


this it was heceſſary, they ſhould have the 
Aſſiſtance or the Countenance at leaſt, of 


a great many Perſons of Figure and For- 
tune; and that though he knew no wor- 
thier Men, than thoſe he then ſaw, yet he 


was ſorry to ſay. they were not ſuch as he 
had deſeribed, and, as he thought, abſolutely 
requiſite to aſſiſt in conducting ſuch an Af 
fair; that the Times were very unſettled, 
and that they were far from being in the 
Secrets; either of the new Adminiſtration 
or the old; and therefore could never be 
ſure, whether they were in the right Road, 
or acting for or againſt thoſe, to . they 
wiſhed well; that how conſcious ſoever the 
might be of the Uprightneſs of their own 
Intentions, and how certain ſocver it was, 
that their Intentions were agreeable to the 
true Intereſts of the Republick, and of the 
City, yet they might be liable to great Im- 
putations; and that too many Inſtances 
might be given from other Countries, and 
their own, of true Patriots, being miſtaken 


for, and treated as Traytors ; that above all 


it ſeemed to be very doubtful, whether an At- 


tempt of this Kind might not be ſo miſrepte- 


D 2 ſented, 


8 
ſented, to an illuſtrious Perſon, as to appear 
prejudicial to his Intereſs | or Authority, 
and fo deprive them of the only Approbation 
they ſought, and the ſingle Protection, under 
Which they could be ſafe; that for theſe 
Reaſons he ſubmitted it to them, whether 

it was prudent to proceed farther at this 
Juncture, or to continue filent Well-wiſhers 
to their City and Country, cloſing all with 
an Aſſurance, . he nn concur with 3 
1 L. ele I 


p F 8 * ® WT >” - 
q l l m_ 8 * -% L - 
OPIN * r Dr —— 
8 — ITT * 4 — "ou q £ I — n * 2 4 0 - » = 
. 1 . 7 5 * 9 8 oy — py 
r 2 d 1 „ oy 8 n — , = 8 ” 4 
2 3s”, ord : - rr : RF PE Ei Be r . 5 þ 1 I * 
L&C erm — 2 © XD — 3 — 8 —— — 22 33 D = 
—— 8 * 7 * E 7 w— 4 * Wn, = * — —— — — — - m_ _ 2 = * * - 
: : * > «1 1 * 2 ＋ 1 — DH 
2 =. — — 1 2 ou Col D. 75 
* — * 
* AS 3 _ 5 


eee a 
n Wr 
"2 - 2 Wa» 
, 
"> 


«Ir is not in Words to deferibb wide ks 

Infloence that this Harangue, the Subſtance 
of which only I have given, had upon the 
Minds of almoſt every one preſent. From 
an Air of Livelineſs and Spirit, that fat on 
every Face, when Mr. Raap had done 
ſpeaking, - there ſucceeded Looks of Cloudi- 
neſs and Dejection, a profound Silence at 
firſt, but of ſhort Continuance, and then 

5 beolfen Murmurs, ' of Difficulties not to be 
got over, Dangers it would be Madneſs to 
run; and the Riſque there was in liſtening 
to Propoſitions, of ſuch a Nature, how ſpe- 
cious ſoever. Mr. Raap alone remained 
ſilent and calm, without the leaſt Alteration 

in his Countenance, and as if he was at- 
| te | tentive 
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1.371 
tentive to any Thing, that might farther be 
offered. But when he perceived, that many 
were uneaſy to be gone, and that” ſome 
who expreſſed infinitely more Zeal” than 
himſelf, were moſt forward to break up 
the Aſſembly, he took the Freedom to in- 


| terpoſe, and to aſk whether they thought 


he was mad enough to venture upon ſuch 
a Propoſal, without having confidered the 
Conſequences ; that he had heard nothing 
upon which he had not reflected before; and 
that if they pleaſed, he would acquaint 


them freely with the Reſult of His Medi- 


tations. This produced a little Buſtle, but 
all was ſoon quiet again, and then with an 
Air of greater Boldneſs and Spirit than' he 
had ever ou on, he. . an | 


Gen and F. ends to your hnty,” 


If the Fear of Danger were ſufficient 
© to fright Men from honeſt: Purpoſes, 
<< no great or good Action would ever be 
ce atchieved. What Perils do not Thieves 
e and Robbers affront for the Sake of 
„ Spoll? And. ſhall Avarice, or Thirſt of 


« Pleaſure or Luſt of any Kind; inſpirit 


6% Men more than the Love of Virtue and 
* D 3 * Zeal 
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Le tend. That thoſe who of 
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90 Zeal for Liberty ? That we ſhall be-op» 


**,, poſed is certain, for we met only to on. 
<  fider- the beſt Manner in which to con- 


1 Men ef Power, of Influence and Wealth, 
& 5s true. But I bleſs Gd that I ſee none 


©: ſuch: here! but Men of Honour, of 


% Probity, and who wiſh as well to their 
e 'Neighbours as themſelves. What we 
4 alm at is to ſhew this; for that we ſeek 


for Honour, Preferment, or Profit, is a 


, Thing I never underſtood. Now I can- 


e not diſcern why, ſince we neither mean 
7 to effect any Thing by Force, by Fraud, 
ot by Bribery, we ſhould think ourſelves 


4 leſs able to go on, becauſe there are not 


e Men of Power, of Influence, and of 


« Fortune amongſt us. If ſuch there 
e were, they might miſlead, govern, and 
** perplex us; nay, they might make Tools 
& of and betray us; whereas our Equality, 


e and the Knowledge we have of each 
*./other's Intentions, leave us no Room to 


fear this, and therefore ought to encou- 


* roge us to proceed: Beſides, ſhall: we 
. beliet, that amongſt the Men of Fi- 
_ ©. gure and Fortune, there are none who 


i, * as W as well-meaning: In- 


FRE 4 * tentions 
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$436 we declare ourfelves like Men they 


139 7 


<. tentions as ourſelves? Doubtleſs there ate. 


But their very Situation in Life hinders 


esthein from ſeeking us, as our Ooοn Cir- 
d eumſtances threw-a Bar in our Way, 
«and prevented us from ſeelting them. But 
will 
join us, and we ſhall have therm then; for 
Aßirictes and: not for Maſhtes. „ 
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{ Who e thas' chb rieb are 


— bad and unſettled? If they were not four 


*£/8entiments would not diſtinguiſh us from 
45 the Herd of Mankind, and this Meeting 
„ had never been called; We know not 


<< the Secrets of any Faction, I confeſs, nor 


do we mean to become à Faction our- 
* ſelves, we mean what is right and juſt, 
and to combat what is not ſo. We can 
do this without any great Degree of Po- 
</licy, for Men that mean well, ſtand in 


no need either of ſecret Intelligence, or of 


deep Cunning, If what we aim at is for 
e the/publick Good, whatever Party means 
* that, will be for us, and when we conſi- 
e der the late Change of our Government, 


© it would be thinking, not unworthily on- 


“ly, but falſly of our Countrymen, to 
n n that we have not amongſt them 
135 D 4 7? 25 Ol 
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t ten-Thouſands'of Friends. Can you ima- 
-** gine that when the Peaſants of Zealand 
declared for a Stadtholder, they had taken 


even ſa much thought as we? Do you 
believe that they troubled themſelves much 
ce hat Party they: ſhould: provoke; or whit 
9 Party they: ſhould! oblige? Nothing like 
* it. Vet they acted like wiſe and brave 
** Men, for they acted upon right Princi- 
de ples, and with that Spirit which the E- 
off: rene required. They ſaw their Coun- 
;** try; over - run by foreign Enemies, they 


<<; found the Government under which they 


e lived unable to protect them; upon 


e which, without deſpairing, and ſubmit- 
< ting to become Slaves; they declared for 


** a Stadtholder who might protect them. 
This Truth, once ſpoken. aloud, did the 
c Buſineſs, for all Men love Truth, though 
et they dare not ſpeak it; therefore take off 


'<* the Danger, or rather ſeem to take it off 


c by. declaring what is Truth, and the 
* Friends of Truth will quickly appear ſo 
6 dumercus. as to put Ne, really out 38 
8 Panel. e HEAD | 


« What I ts aid i is in tt 1051 an- 


45 *f other great me, that we cannot 


* * tell 
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tell how our 1 5. will be taken, chat 
et the heſt Meanings may be miltepreſent- 


*: ed; and that in this Country, as well as 


in others, true Patriots have been firſt 


6 called Traitors, and then treated as ſuch. 


But my Friends, whence does all this 
proceed? Truly from nothing elſe but 
from Men's betraying their own Cauſe by 


hiding and concealing it. This is the 
only Way that Truth can be injured, if 


©: Men who mean well will take the very 


« {ame Meaſures that Men would take 


* who meant ever ſo ill, they miſrepreſent 


* themſelves, or at leaſt they afford their 


Enemies a Colour which countenancess 
“their Miſrepreſentations. For this very 


«© Reaſon I will never meet in private again. 
Our Affair is that of the Publick, our 
«* Aſſemblies therefore ought to be publick, 
* let Conſpirators hide themſelves in Dens 
* and Darkneſs, but let ſuch as profeſs and 
„ know themſelves to be Patriots ſeek 
« the Light, We may be well thought a 
<« Cabal if we meet in ſecret, or conſult in 


* private ; but when our Meetings and Pur- 
 *© poſes are open, there can be no ſuch Im- 


** putation, neither let us be in Pain about 
15 What we ſhall ſpeak, or what others may 
«© ſpeak 
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cc ſpeak of us 3 if what we aim at is fer the 
7 c A publick: Good, the Defign will ſpeak for 

<< itſelf, and we {hall either prevail and car- 
« ry out Point with Honour, er if not it 
Fa be impoſſible to fax any Odiam upon 

t us, becauſe we ſhall have a thouſand Wit- 
te nefles of our Innocence, and of the Up- 


Ke 4 live in 1 governed | by Laws, and | 
tas we mean not to ſubvert, but to ſupport 
ec * it is ipaftbls d Shag: whe: _ 


hold har . f bn! 
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A129? : A579 thay illuſtrious Perfonnaiader 
% whole Protection alone we can be ſaſe, it 
is the greateſt Simplicity, in the World to 
ce fear he. ſhould miſtake our Meaning; if 
e ye once make the Publick ſenſible of 
<< what, we mean. For my Part I have no 
40 Notion of that ſecret and reſerved Dender- 


**, neſs for any Family, how illuſtrious ſoever, 


ce which.jis not founded in an equal;Regard 
*« for. the, publick Good. I love and ] eſteem 
<« the Prince as the Protector, Father, and 
Deliverer of his Countty,, and for this 
t Reaſon I am confident that we may de- 
ce . _ his Protection, if our Intenti- 
os on. and the Manner of explaining our 


Inten- 
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te Intentions. deſerde it. He can have no 
< Intereſts but thoſe of his Country, and as 
c. all we aim at is the Service of our Coun- 
te try, his Intereſts and ours are the ſame. 


cc He has delivered the Republick, we mean 


6e to deliver the City, thete is no doubt 


< therefore that he will eſpouſe and ſupport 


eus; nor is it poſſible that he ſhould aban- 


< don or deſert us unleſs we tere our 
b. ſelves, OR V7 ci zn 


«« For, my Friends, let me tell you one 
ce bold Truth, if we go not farther we have 
*© already gone too far. We have'embrac- 


* ed; Sentiments directly oppoſite . to thoſe 
* of our Governors; this is already too well 
© known for us to be ſafe unleſs we pro- 


© ceed,. We mult convince the World we 


_ © are right, or it will be taken for granted 


<« that we are wrong. But let us do this in 
A legal Way, let us not cabal or conſpire, 


neither let us run into Riots or rebel, we 


t have a good Cauſe, and let us ſhew that 
4 we are conſcious of having a good Cauſe, 


< by acting like Men who have ſuch a one, 
and them we W not fear the Iſſue. 


To 


0 . * 3 
* A 
Son 2 — = . 6 OS SY , a Wo. "7 as k . 0 * 2 » 
Jn © uM o _ 7 7 * 2 os FOI Ty ach 08 oy 5 . ” - 1 Py . R . — 2 4 - =z 8 — ** 
50 1 * 4 NW Is. 1 kan [4 ___ a»: — Laden —  — ——  —— 1 == "LEE; 1 2 r Eat — m Flu 
„ be, fy, OTE. fe : She Maw 8 3 Eid, ˙ ˙ Fon has 4 El TEST FP” A * 7 a. 4x24 ST ———_—— — _ I — 0 — 
2 . 2 — we Yar - * bs — = w 7. — — —— — — * — —— — — 


2 2 1 
. oa eee eros” ne w_ 


Py — 
2. ee 2 ——̃ + 4 ** 


TOS. 4 109 d -g Roni oe hae Rd 2 Re 2 
. 7 - - T7, 8 . * 2 4 / * V, 


[a4 ] 


* Tq ſilence all your Apprehenſions, let 


cc 4 me ghbeyontheſe three Cautions; be ſure 


in the firſt Place of What you would be 
© at, ſtate and ſettle you Demands accord- 
te ing to/ the Dictates of Juſtice, and the 
Rules preſcribed by the Laws, and then 
e though: yo ſhould be overcome; you 
te can never ber confounded, your very Ene- 
mies will reſpect Juſtice fo far as to be 


te content with Victory, and not think of 


« Revenge. Let the Methods you take to 
£* obtain ybur Deſires be conſiſtent with Du- 


«ty and Decency, and they can never be 


e conſtrued into Faction, Sedition, and Con- 
de ſpiracy. Shew yourſelves: good Men in 
-bad. Times, and depend | -upon © the 
© Times will mend. Laſtly, let me cauti- 
de tion you againſt Intrigues, or waiting for 
et Inſtructions: from the Hague. Vou have 


Fino need of theſe, for our Regency may 


*.redreſs our Grievances if they will, and 
« if they will redreſs them we need reſort 
&* no farther. If they will not, Redreſs need 
e not be ſought, it will come of itſelf from 
« another Quarter. Believe me, the Reign 
of Oppreſſion is at an End, provided thoſe 
* who are oppreſſed have the Courage to 
1 n To ſay that we are a free Peo- 

ce ple, 
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[45 Þ 
er ple, are injured," añd have no Right to 
* complain, is to talk Nonſenſe; to ſay 


* that we have a Right, and we' 0 not uſe 


« it, is to accuſe ourſelves. On the whole, 


ce let us act as well as think, like wiſe and 


<< honeſt: Men, and leave the reſt to Provi- 
cc dence, which! if we diſtruſt not, it will 


* certainly condact -our 2. Meaſures! to their 
« te + End. et ur 27200 | A 


This e Gus all the: Effect 
that could be expected from it, the Perſon 
who made the Objections was the firſt to 
declare that he had received ample Satis- 
faction, and that he was very ready and 
willing to concur in any Meaſures that 


ſhould be judged expedient for carrying this 


Plan -into Execution. The reft followed 
his Example, and ſeemed to ſpeak with ſo 
much 'greater Spirit and Warmth; that 
they might efface from the Mind of their 
Chief all Remembrance of that Dejection 
and Confuſion they had diſcovered but a 
little before. Yet I think it may be doubt - 
ed whether the preceding Speech carries in 
it ſo much of Argument as of Energy, 
and to ſpeak my on Sentiments of it 


rene I muſt confeſs * It "Ry to 


have 
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have wrought rather by | awakening > right 
Notions in the Minds of its — than 


by preſenting to their View one of thoſe 
fair Proſpects that might have been painted 


by the Pencil of Hope, In ſhort, as that 


Cloud of Objections was thrown. like a 
Veil over the Face of Truth, ſo as to hide 
or diſguiſe her Features, the Strength of 


this Harangue conſiſts in taking it away, 


and reſtoring to every Man his firſt Ideas, 


which had been darkened and obſcured by 
theſe Dictates of Fear; neither do I fay 
this with any View of leſſening the Elo- 
quence. of the Speaker ; ſo far from it, that 
1 hope I have placed it in the true Point of 
Light. The Power of ſpeaking is a Gift 
of Nature, and a Me 
admired for being eloquent than for being 
bandſome; In this he ſhewed his Judgment, 
5 he made a right Uſe of his Eloquence, 


and took preciſely that Method of treating 
his gubject, which was convenient in Point 


of Time, ſuitable to the Circumſtances of 
Things, and proper to affect his Audience. 
The true End of Eloquence is to perſuade, 


and he who knows how to cloath his 


Words in Language that will do . is an 


m indeed, Ag 
Seer Y When 


Man is no more to be 
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„When this Deſign was ripened to a juſt 


Maturity, it was reſolved to hold a publick 
Aſſembiy at the old Doele, a Place apper- 


taining of right to the Burghers, and where 


in former: Times they were wont to exer- 


ciſe themſelves in ſhooting, now let by the 
Magiſtrates for a Houſe of Entertainment, 
which as it had one very large Room and 
other good Apartments, was extremely fit 


for the Purpoſe. The firſt Aſſembly was 
held there Auguft g, 1748, at which were 
preſent. @ very large Number of Perſons; 
molt of them of the middle Sort, and ſome. 


alſo of the moſt conſiderable Burghers. 
When the Aſſembly was pretty full Mr. 
Raap made. them a Speech, which as it 
has been already in Print I ſhall not tran- 
ſcribe, wherein he informed them of the 
Cauſes for which they met, exhorted them 
to proceed with the greateſt Regularity, 
Decency, and Duty towards the Magiſtrates, 
mentioned the Points contained in the Peti- 
tion, that it was propoſed ſhould be pre- 
ſented to the Regency, and finiſhed by in- 
ſinuating that it would be right to ſettle a 
Committee of proper Perfans for inquiring 
into the Privileges and Immunities granted. 
to the Townſmen by their ancient Charter, 
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in order to the taking of proper Meaſures 


for recovering ſuch of them as were either 


fallen into Diſſuetude, or of which the Citizens 


had been otherwiſe deprived. This Speech 


was univerſally applauded, and many thou- 


ſands ſigned the Petition ſpontaneouſly, for 


there e the leaſt . Apen uſed of 


N ** to — N 


This Petition, which was eds in * 


| ns reſpectful Terms, and in which it 


was declared that the Citizens meant nothing 


beyond the Bounds of Right and Juſtice, 


and in that Reſpect ſubmitted all their 


 - Demands to the mature Conſideration of 
their Magiſtrates, inſiſted on the following 


Points, which they ſuggeſted were abſo- 


lutely neceſſary to be immediately granted, 


for reſtoring and nne the publick 


* 


I. That the e arifing From the Poſt= 
Office of Amſterdam be put into the Hands of 


his Serene Highneſs the Prince Stadtholder, 


as has been already done in the other Towns 
in the Province of Holland, in Truſt for the 


Benefit of the Fublick. 


3 . 


"TY 


Eg | That the ſcandalous Abuſes c crept into 
the Diſtribution of Offices be redreſſed with- 
out Delay, conformable to the prudent and 


publick ſpirited Propoſition of his Serene | 


Highneſs to their noble Mightineſſes the 
States of Holland on the 25th of June laſt, 
grounded upon the Reſolutions of their noble 
Mightinefles themſelyes, dated Nov. 1170 
1747, and Jan 31/t 1748. ſo that for the 
future all Offices may be diſcharged by Ci- 
tizens reſident in Amſterdam. 


III. That the Burghers VE immediately. 


reſtored to their Privileges, and that parti- 


cularly they may be at Liberty to chuſe the 


Colonels and Captains of the Militia with- 
out Reſtraint, with a Proviſo, that if any 
of thoſe Officers ſhould afterwards become 
one of the — his Command may be- 
come void. 


I is wy to diſcern that every one of 
theſe Demands had no other Tendency than 
to promote the Welfare of the Province in 


general, and of the Citizens of Amſterdam 


in particular. The Revenue ariſing from 
the Poſts being Money actually raiſed up- 
on the Publick, FI in Equity to be ap- 

plied 
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plied for the publick Service, inſtead of 
contributing to the enriching and raiſing 


Fortunes for particular Perſons ; fince, in. 


Effect, this was quartering ſuch Perſons up- 
on the Publick without Juſtice or Reaſon. 
The ſecond was a Demand perfectly well 
founded in the Opinion of the Prince Stadt 
holder, and the States; and the Dates of the 
Reſolutions plainly prove that there was no- 
thing of Haſtineſs or Impatience in the 
Ben deſiring the Redreſs of Grievanc- 
es, which their Sovereigns had ſo long ago 


acknowledged to be ſuch, The laſt De- 


mand was calculated to emancipate the Ci- 


tizens from that unreaſonable and unconſti- 
- tutional Subjection, in which they were 


held by the Regency, who, by appointing 
Colonels and Captains, had ſuch an Influ- 
ence in all, Councils of War, that nothing. 
could be decided in them agreeable to the 
true Sentiments of thoſe they were under- 
ſtood to repreſent, ſo that the Burghers 
were entirely deprived of the Means of ex- 


prefling their Senſe upon any Occaſion, or 


of making a legal Application for the Re- 
dreſs of any Grievances they might at any 
Time WT, which was. a Thing utterly 

| incon- | 


E 
inconſiſtent with the rey Notion of their 


. free. 


The Regency publiſhed an Edict or No- 
tification on the 1 1th, in which they ex- 
horted the Inhabitants of the City to re- 
main ſteady in their Obedience, conforma- 
ble to the Oath they had taken at the time 
of their becoming Burghers, and not to 
liſten to the Suggeſtions of certain Perſons, 
who had aſſembled themſelves at the Doele, 
and had taken Poſſeſſion there of one or 
more Apartments | againſt the Will of the 
Poſſeſſors. This Edict had not the Effect 
that was expected from it. Mr. Raap and 
his Aſſociates preſented their Petition, the 
Burghers continued their Aſſemblies, and 
though ſuch Perſons of Fortune as came to 
them at firſt declined that Practice, yet it 
Was known that they had private Meetings 
by themſelves, in which they acted in con- 
cert with the great Meeting, where Mr. 
Raap preſided, and directed all Things with 
2 greateſt Modeſty and Moderation; in- 
ſomuch that Poſterity will hardly credit that 
ſuch a Multitude of Perſons = different 
Humours, Intereſts, and Inclinations ſhould 
aſſemble together for many Days, debate 

E 2 publick 


LARS. 

publick Affairs with the utmoſt Freedom of 
Speech, and yet run into no Exceſſes with 
Reſpect to others, or Diviſions amongſt 
themſelves, either of which had been fatal 
to them, and had diſconcerted all their 
Schemes. 


By the wile /Policy of Mr, Raap and: his 
Friends, the Meaſures taken by the Re- 
gency for diſperſing the Aſſembly at the 
Doele, proved not only ineffeQtual, but 
turned entirely upon themſelves ; for on the 
one Hand the Burghers aſſembled there de- 
manded Satisfaction, though in very mo- 
deſt Terms, for the falſe Aſperſions that 
had been thrown upon them in the Edict 
or Notification beforementioned: They 

like wiſe publiſhed the Oath taken by the 
- Burghers, and the Explanation thereof in 
1618, by the then Regency of Amſterdam, 
from which it appeared, that in their Judg- 
ment the Citizens might rake any Meaſures 
that to them appeared expedient, and were 
conſiſtent with the Laws, for the Mainte- 
tenance and Preſervation of their Privileges, 
without any Breach of their Oaths. On the 
other theſe Steps not only kept together thoſe 
who had continued to frequent the Aſſembly, 
| I but 


( 53 ] 
but increaſed their Numbers very conſidera- 
bly, when it appeared that what they did 
was agreeable to the Conſtitutions of the Ci- 
ty, and that they might reſort thither with- 
out Danger. | | 


The Magiſtrates now found it abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to give an Anſwer to the Peti- 
tion, and accordingly on the 19th of Aug. 
they publiſhed that Anſwer, in which they 
treated the Aſſembly at the Doele as irregu- 
lar and tumultuous, Mr. Raap and his 
Aſſociates as very contemptible Fellows, 
aſſerted their Claims of governing the City 
without giving any Account to the Burgh- 
ers in general, and at length deſcended to 
the three Points contained in the Petition. 
With Reſpect to the firſt they ſaid, that 
their Deputies had frequently conferred up- 
on it with the Prince Stadtholder, and that 
in all Probability it might be decided in the 
firſt Aſſembly of the States of the Province. 

They gave much the ſame Anſwer as to 
the ſecond, upon which they owned they 
had frequently deliberated, and meant to 
expoſe the Iſſue of thoſe Deliberations to the 
States of the Province; and as to the third, 


that the Captains were always choſen by 
2 the 


hg 
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the Townſmen, and that the Alteration 
propoſed was an abſolute Novelty, that the 
Negency were Burghers alſo, and that they 
ſaw no Cauſe why they ſhould not enjoy 
their Commands in the Militia, in Conjunc- 
tion with their Offices as Magiſtrates. | 


The plain Deſign of this Anſwer was to 
gain Time, and the Uſe they made of that 
was to labour as much as poſſible to give 
an ill Impreſſion of what was tranſacted at 
the Doele to the Prince Stadtholder, and 
the States of the Province at the Hague. 
With a View to counter-act this Project, 
the Aſſembly of the Citizens at the Doe le 
ſent Commiſſioners to the Hague likewiſe, 
who were inſtructed to ſhew the Reaſon- | 
ableneſs of their Demands, and the Regula- 

rity of their Conduct, which left no Room 
to apprehend any Danger from their Af- 
ſemblies, or any Fear of Riots, Tumults, 
or Inſurrections; but from the diſperſing 
of that Aſſembiy, and gratifying the Incli- 
nations of the Regency, who were defirous 
of being maintained in their Authority by 
Force. It is very certain that the Magiſ- 
trates ran a very great Rifk, in regard to 
the publick Tranquility, by this manner of 
Frocerding, and by e ſuch Ac- 


counts | 


„ 
counts to be inſerted in the German Ga- 
Zettes, as had a Tendency to deſtroy the 
publick Tranquillity, by inſinuating, that 
thoſe who were diſcontented. with their 
Government, were no better than a Mob 
that ought to be chaſtiſed for their Inſo- 
lence, rather than gratified in their Preten- 
fions. The contrary of this, however, 
quickly appeared, as well from the Increaſe 
of their Numbers, as from the Firmneſs 
and moderate Manner of behaving, notwith- 
ſtanding theſe Provocations, which were 
ealculated either to drive them into Divi- 
fions or Deſpair, and which notwithſtanding 
were able to effect neither. On the 24th 
there was a great Aſſembly at the Doele, 
in Which it was propoſed to preſs the ve- 
nerable Regency for a direct and a deciſive 
Anſwer to their late Petition. On the 2 5th 
and 2 öth, thoſe Who intereſted them- 
ſelves in the Support of this Meaſure went 
abdut the City to ſollicit Hands, that the 
Mapiſtrates might be convinced that they 
had not to do with a handful of Rabble, as 
they had given ont. On Monday the 26th 
the additional Petition was preſented by 
Mr. Rap, and received with great Con- 
tempt, the firſt Burgomaſter giving no far- 
„ E 4 | ther 
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ther Satisfaction than telling him, they 
would think of it. Upon reporting this 
in the Evening at the Aſſembly of the 
Doele, thoſe who were preſent began, for 
the firſt Time, to loſe their Patience, and 
to talk of coming to Extremities with 
thoſe who were not to be wrought upon 
by gentler Meaſures. Mr. Raap did all 
that lay in his Power to pacify them, of- 


fered to attend the Regency again, made 


uſe of all his Eloquence to prevent their 
lacrificing to this Tranſport of their Paſſion, 
that long and laudable Reſpect which they 
had ſhewn for the Intereſts and Quiet of 
the City; and at length, tho' not without 
Difficulty, he carried his Point. The next 
Day he took care to acquaint the Magi- 
2 with the true Situation of Things, 
and that their Safety depended upon them- 
ſelves, and not upon him, who could an- 
ſwer no longer for People they had taken 
a Pleaſuro to provoke and inſult. This 
produced ſeveral Conceſſions in different 
Forms, which did not manifeſt the great- 
eſt Sincerity, and of which the Aſſembly 
at the Doele had but an indifferent Opi- 
nion, knowing that the firſt Burgomaſter, 
or principal Magiſtrate, was gone to the 
Hague, . 


„ 
At length, as indeed it was full time this 
great Affair was ſettled, and the Form ad- 
juſted for granting the Fiat to the Burghers 
Petition, in ſuch a manner, as that the Va- 
lidity of it might never afterwards be drawn 
in Queſtion; and the neceſſary Points for 
this Purpoſe being ſettled about one o' Clock 
on Wedneſday Auguſt 28th, ſeven or eight 
of the principal Perſons deputed from the 
Aſſembly at the Doele went to attend the Ma- 
giſtrates at the Town- houſe, in order to re- 
ceive their final Reſolution upon this Head. 
They behaved themſelves upon this Occa- 
ſion with all the Modeſty and Reſpect poſ- 
ſible, and were now treated with much 
greater C vility than before, their Petition 
returned back to them; with the following 
Anſwer engroſſed e as had n 
promiſed, VIZ, 


The noble, grand and venerable, * ve- 
nerable Council have thought ſit to hs 
the FIAT # this Petition. 


Signed by Order of their noble, grand | 
and venerable (Lordſhips) and of 
the venerable Council, 225 


5. obn V. an Laon Junior, Secretary. 
This 
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This Conceftion ſatisfied the Burghers, 
3 they were now in a full Perſuaſion 
that nothing could unſettle this Grant, and 
econſequentiy that their ' own Freedom and 

the Authority of the Regency ſtood. upon 
the ſame Foot, It is certain that this was 
what Mr. Raup meant, who as little deſign- 
ed to depoſe the Regency, as to ſuffer it 
to continue receiving the publick Revenue, 
diſtributing all Offices in an arbitrary man- 
ner, and taking from their Fellow-Citizens 
whatever Privileges ſeemed to be inconfiſt- 
ent with this extravagant Stretch of their 
Power. But it was quite otherwiſe with 
thoſe great Men; they were in Hopes of 
ſetting all chey had granted aſide by a Ne- 
gotiation at the Hague, where they repre- 
ſiented themſelves as in the moſt x aen : 
Condition, ſurrounded by a mutinous Po- 
pulace, and in Danger every Moment of 
being tor” to Pieces by a Mob, and all 
this with a View of intereſting the Stadt- 
holder and the States in their Quarrel, that 
the whole Weight and Force of the Re- 
publick might be employed in ſtopping 
the Mouths of the Burghers, and in ſup- 
porting them not only in the Poſſeſſion of 


that Power __—_ they had held for fo 
many 


1 
many Years, but in the Adminiſtration of 
it as they thought proper, without being 

ſubject either to Cenſure or Controul. In 
this they over-ſhot themſelves, and, as is ve- 
ry common in ſuch Caſes, by a Defire of 
retaining too much, they brought them- 
ſelves into the Neceſſity of abandoning : all. 


Count Bentinck arrived the very Day after 
the Fiat was given tothe Burghers Petition, in 
Quality of Commiſſioner from the Prince. He 
was attended by the Deputies the Burghers 
had ſent to ſollicit their Cauſe at the Hoek 
and no ſooner appeared at Amſterdam, but 
he was complimented on the Part of the 
Aſſembly at the Doele, and invited to be 
preſent at their Meeting, which he very 
prudently declined. At the ſame they gave 
him this Invitation, they ſignified their 
Satisfaction in having the Demands con- 
tained in their Petition granted, and deſir- 
ed nothing more than to have the Con- 
ceſſions of their Magiſtrates ratified by the 
States and his Serene Highneſs the Prince 
Stadtholder. The Magiſtrates likewiſe ap- 
| plied to the Count, and acquainted him 
with their Sentirnents, who gave both Par- 
ties good Words, and exhorted them to be- 
haye towards each other with Moderation, 
and 
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and/promiſed to make a faithful Report of 
all that had been repreſented to him at 
his Return. He ſet out the very next 


Morning for the Hague, and carried with 
him the entire Submiſſion of both Parties to 
his Serene Highneſs the Prince Stadtholder, 


to whoſe Wiſdom and Juſtice they were 
N 5 leave the Ne of every ans 


It may be caltly believed that this un- 
toward Affair made a great Impreſſion up- 
on the wiſeſt and ableſt Stateſmen in the 
' Provinces, and became in a very particular 
Manner the Subject of the Deliberations 
of the States. of Holland who very ſoon 
faw that the moſt prudent, the moſt effec- 
tual, and themoſt ſpeedy Method that could 
be contrived for extinguiſhing a Flame that 
threatened the. moſt diſmal Conſequences, 
was to grant his Serene. Highneſs the 
Prince. Stadtholder full Power to ſettle the 
Government of Amſterdam. in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as upon mature Deliberation and a 
full, Inquiry into the true State of Facts, 
his Serene Highneſs in his great Wiſdom 
ſhould think fit; and to facilitate this Mea- 
ſure, which was now become highly requi- 


fite for their own Safcty, the Magiſtrates, 
under 


[61] 
under Pretence that they were but too ſen- 
ſible of their Authority being become pre- 
carious, ſent likewiſe a voluntary Reſig- 
natio of their Offices to the Hague. 


On the Return of Count Bentincł and 
his Report of the State of Affairs at An- 
flerdam, his Serene Highneſs thought it 
indiſpenſably neceſſary to go thither, in or- 
der to reſtore, by his Preſence, that Order 
and Tranquillity which was on the very 
Point of ſuffering to the laſt Degree. Ac- 
cordingly, after conferring with the States 
of the Province of Holland, he ſet out in 
the Afternoon of Sunday September the 
firſt, attended by the Counts Bentinck and 
3 pr Greffier Fagel, and Secre- 
tary Back. His Highneſs arrived at An- 
fterdam between Ten and Eleven on Mon- 
day Morning, and was received with the 
utmoſt Solemnity. He found the Garriſon 
drawn up at the Gates, all the Carpenters 
of the Admiralty-Dock, and of the Yards 
belonging to the Eaſt-India Company in 
perfect Order, each with an Orange Cock- 
ade in his Hat ; the one hundred and twen- 
ty Deputies from the Burghers marched 
two and two, before and after his Coach, 
barcheaded. 
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bersbesded. His 8 ſaluted every 
ou as he paſſed, and was conducted to 
dings amidſt the Acclamations of 
the People. He was no ſooner arrived 
| there than he was complimented on the 
Part of the Magiſtrates, the four Burgo- 
maſters receiving him as he came out of 
his Coach. His Serene Highneſs: received 
_ afterwards the Addreſſes of the Clergy, 
the Admiralty, the Ea India Company, 
Se. and bore not only with the utmoſt 
Patience, but alſo with amazing Chearful- - 
neſs and good Humour, the inexpreſſible 
Fatigues of the Day; and, which is the 
more extraordinary, behaved: himſelf with 
ſuch Kindneſs, Affability and Condeſcen- 
ſion to every Body, that all Parties ſeemed 


to be alike Katiofiod and content. 


What has been hitherto faid is ſufficient 
to ſhew the ſhining Talents of this Prince, 
for captivating the Hearts and fixing the 
Inelinations of a great People. It was not 

long before he gave as convinieng Proofs of 
ſtill ſuperior Qualities ;' the Magiſtrates of- 
fered to lay down their Offices immediately 
upon his Arrival, but this he would not 


ſuffer them to do, on the contrary, he de- 
| fired 


ai 

fired and directed that all ſhould keep * 
Poſts, declaring that he meant not to re- 
move any Body till after a ſerious and im- 
partial Enquiry, conformable to, the Senti- 
ments of their Noble Mightineſſes the States 
of Holland. He not only did this, but 
much more, for beſides treating the Bur- 


gomaſters and Counſellors with all the Re- 


ſpect due to their Dignities himſelf, he 


obliged the Companies of Burghers that did 


Duty at his Lodgings, to pay them the 
higheſt Honours when they came to receive, 

ar when they retired from Audience, ſuch 
as. reſting on their Arms, and beating their 


Drums upon every ſuch Occafion, He 
ſpent the whole Week without ever going 


out, in examining and diſcuſſing their Dif- 
ferences, and it was amazing to ſee with 
how much Patience he went through ſuch 
a Load of Buſineſs, with what Calmneſs 
and Candour he heard all Parties, with 


what Penetration he formed his Queſtions, 
and with what Evenneſs and Impartiality 
he conducted his Looks, his Words, and 


his Actions during five Days, in which it 


may be truly ſaid, that he had hardly as 
many Minutes of Repoſe, except when he 


went to Bed. 
| Before 
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Before we proceed farther it is neceſſary 
to obſerve, that by this Time there was a 


Diviſion of Councils amongſt the Burghers. 


Mr. Raap, who had ſhewn as much Pru- 


| dence and Circumſpection, as Vigilance, 


Activity and Spirit in his Proceedings, gave 


now the ſtrongeſt Proof of his Integrity, he 


was for adhefing to the Agreement made 
with the Magiſtrates, for being ſteady in the 
Purſuit of their firſt Deſign, and not ha- 
zarding all they had obtained by inſiſting 


 _ _ ypon more than it was perhaps reaſonable 
to expect. But there ſtarted up now a 
new Tribune of People who was for puſh- 


ing Things. to the' utmoſt, and would be 
content with nothing leſs than the Depoſi- 


tion of all the Magiſtrates, and the Con- 


ceflion of a great Variety of Demands, of 
which the Reader will have an Account 
hereafter. This Schiſm broke out the very 


Day that Count Bentinck left the City, 
and was chiefly owing to ſome fooliſh Re- 


ports ſpread by the Magiſtrates and their 
Party, as if they were ſecure of Support 
not only from the States, but from a ſtrong 
Party in the City, infinuating that the Pa- 


piſts, who are very numerous at Amſterdam, 


would riſe in Conjunction with the Crea- 
+ | "> nes 
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tures of the Men in Power in Defence of 


the Regency. The new Party among the 


Burghers fell upon a very extraordinary 
Expedient to quell all Notions of this Sort, 
for they engaged all the Carpenters and 
other Workmen in the Vards to appear on 
their Behalf, and made them parade through 


the principal Streets of the City for two 


Days together, but without committing 
the leaſt Act of Violence, and only that 
by this Shew of their Strength their Ene- 
mies might be intimidated; and this had 
ſo good an Effect that the Peace of the 
City was pretty well preſerved to the time 
of * Serene Highneſs's Arrival. 


| * the Prince See gave free 
Audience to all Parties, and profeſſed him- 
ſelf not only diſpoſed but deſirous to hear 


what they had to offer, and to examine 
into the Nature of their Demands, that he 


might be the better able to anſwer the 


Ends of his coming, and to eſtabliſh the 
future Government and Peace of the City 
upon a laſting Foundation; two Deputies 
from the new Party at the Doele had an 
Audience of his Highneſs amongſt the reſt, 


and had the Honour of preſenting him the 
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following Memorial of what they judged 
requiſite to be granted for the Tory and 


Security of the Burghers. | 


Upon this Occaſion of the gracious 
© Preſence of your Serene Highneſs in this 
© City of Amſterdam, the Burghers and In- 
© habitants thereof, earneſtly defirous of ſeeing 
its Tranquillity reſtored, not for the pre- 
* fent only, but fo as that it may be per- 


manent even to lateſt Times, take the Li- 


© berty of addreffing and of confiding i in your 

© Serene Highneſs, moſt humbly beſeeching 
© you to receive on their Behalf, and to con- 

* fider maturely the following Articles, which 

they have the Honour to preſent with all 
© the Reſpect and Veneration poſſible. 


I. We beſeech your Serene Highneſs 
eto interpoſe ſo far as to procure, that 
after the Example of the other Towns 

* of the Province, the Duties and Im- 

« poſts in this City of Amſterdam may be 

. © aboliſhed, and that the Loſs which the 
«Gy may receive thereby may be re- 

« placed, by appropriating thereto part of 

e the Sums that ſhall ariſe from the new 

27 Tax, which it is s propoſed ſhall be 

| « eſtabliſhed 


cc 


cc 


+ 6 
eſtabliſhed inſtead of the Duties: before. 


11 mentioned. 


II. That it may cake! your Serene 
Highneſs to procure as ſoon as poſſible 


the moſt effectual Redreſs in the reſpec- 


tive Colleges of the Admiralty of this 
Country, with regard to the Duties in- 

* ward and outward, Convoys, Licences, Sc. 
in ſuch a Manner that in all the other Pro- 


vinces, and more eſpecially in Zealand, the 
new Regulation may be perfectly uniform, 


ſo that by this Means no one Province or 


City whatever may haye an Advantage 
over any other Province or City in re- 


ſpect to their Commerce. 


III. That it may pleaſe your Serene 
Highneſs to diſmiſs, with Thanks for 
their Services, the thirty ſix Counſellors of 


this City, the Hoff Schout (Grand Bai- 
liff or firſt Magiſtrate) the Ecoutout, 


the Burgomaſters, the Echevins, the 
Penſionary, and Secretaries, as alſo all 
at preſent in the Service of the ſeveral 
Colleges, Gc. and to ſubſtitute in their 
Rooms ſuch Perſons as your Serene 


CO, in your great Wiſdom, ſball 
F 72 „think 


16 

think moſt capable, worthy, and afl 
to this City, and beſt affected to the 
common Good of the Burghers and 


ce Inhabitants. 


IV. That for the future, at every 

Election that ſhall be made of Burgo- 

c maſters, there ſhall be a double Nomi- 

* nation ſubject to the Will of your Serene 

« Highneſs, to prevent all future Diſputes, 
. Diſorders, 'and inteſtine T n 


| N 25 & That . Office of Hoff Schoilt 
to this City ſha]l be for the preſent, and 
* hereafter, ever left to the Appointment {| 
<« of your Serene Highneſs and your Suc- 
ce ceſſors of both Sexes, to be conferred on 
ee the Perſon moſt capable, of the faireſt 
'*© Character, and moſt proper to contribute 
e to the Good of this City, and that he 
e may continue in the Exerciſe of his Of- 
ee fice until your Highneſs, or your Suc- 
<< -ceflors, . ſhall ſee fit to remove him from 
e that high . e 


3 


VI. . That {or hs fade none of the 
<< thirty-ſix Counſellors: of this City ſhall 
: 995 be capable of the Poſt of Hoff Schout, 


Bc; I a Bu rgomaſter, 
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Burgomaſter or Echevin, before he has 


previouſly reſigned the Employment of 


Counſellor ; and that ſuch Perſon be of 


the full Age required by Law ; and that 
in reſpect to this as well as the precedent 
Articles, a ſerious Attention be had to 
Conſanguinity, and that every Thing be 


done in a Manner agreeable to the Privi- 


* leges of the Citizens, 


VII. © That it may pleaſe your Serene 
Highneſs to diſmiſs immediately the Co- 
lonels and Captains of the Burghers, 
thanking them for their Services; that 
for the preſent, and for ever hereafter, 
each Quarter of the City may have the 
Liberty of chooſing its proper Captain ; 
and that by theſe Captains ſo choſen, 
(together with the Lieutenants and En- 
ſigns, who form the Council of War) 
out of their own Body, and amongſt 
themſelves, a double Nomination may 
be made of five Colonels ; and that out 
of the ten ſo named, five, of the beſt 
qualified and moſt faithful {hall be cho- 
ſen by your Serene Highneſs, to fill the 
Poſts of Colonel, and that in this Point 
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© due Attention be had to Na and 
A 8 


Laſtly, we humbly p pray that the three 
* Articles contained in the Petition of the 


Burghers, ' preſented to the Burgomaſters 


e and Echevins, and approved by their 
“ Fiat, may be confirmed and effectually 
* ſupported by your Serene — In 
5 doing which, Cc. 


Upon reviewing the ſeveral Articles con- 
tained in this Memorial, the Reader will 
eafily. diſcern, that the great Thing aimed 
at is, the Subverſion of the Syſtem, which 
had for many Years prevailed, and by 
which the Government of the City of Am- 


frerdam was become an Oligarchy. To 
this is to be referred the great Streſs that 


is laid upon diſmiſſing all without Ex- 
ception that were in Office, which alone 
would take away that Evil fol the preſent, 
and the Cautions with Reſpect to Family 
and Conſanguinity are calculated to prevent 
any Evil of this Sort for the future; to 
which alſo the Diſmiffir ing of the Captains, 
and the Alterations in the Manner of their 
Choice is alſo to be referred, For while 
the 


Lo] 

the Regency were ſecure of ſixty Votes in 
the Council of War, it was an eaſy Thing 
for them, by Dint of their extenfive Influ- 
ence, to procure and maintain a conſtant 
Majority ; and thus they were without 
any Check or Controul, the Burghers be- 
ing without any Repreſentative in fact; 
whereas the Council of War being free, 
their Reſolutions would always ſhew the 
true Senſe. of the City in general, Nei- 
ther can it be doubted, that in the Reaſon 
of Things every Part of a free Govern- 
ment ought to be free ; but on the other 
hand, as abſolute Freedom might be pro- 
ductive of perpetual Diſputes upon trivial 
Points, which might alſo be dangerous to 
the Government, therefore the ſeveral No- 
minations are reſerved to the Prince Stadt- 
holder, to balance that Inconvenience. If 
it ſhould be inquired, whether ſome Doubt 
might not ariſe as to the Influence this may 
create in Favour of the Stadtholder, it is to 
be conſidered, that Perfection cannot be at- 
tained in any Kind of Government, but 
that there is leſs Hazard in ſuch a Regula- 
tion than at firſt appears, will be plain from 
this Reflection; that in all the Branches of 
the Government, it is the Appointment 

7” 4 only 


Ea! 
only that belongs to the Stadtholder, and 
the Nomination is reſerved to the Citizens; 
ſo that while they are true to their own In- 

tereſts, his Power cannot prevail; and to 
preſerve the Freedom of Men, determined 
to ſacrifice it, is a direct Abſurdity; ſo that 
if the Liberty of the City is provided for, 
as long as the Citizens are willing and ca- 
pable of being free, it is all that ean be 
wiſhed for or expected. But whether ſuch 
a thorough Reformation as this ought, in 
the preſent Circumſtances of Things, to be 
attempted, was a Queſtion of another Nature; 
and the Queſtion that his Serene Highneſs 
in his great Wiſdom was to decide. If that 
was to be undertaken, theſe were ſuggeſted 
as the proper Means; but whether it was to 
be undertaken or not, remained in the Breaſt 
of the Prince, He was alſo to conſider 
what Sort of People they were, by whom 

this Regulation was propoſed, and how far 
he was to look upon their Defires as the 
Senſe of the MERE: of the City of 
* . 


His Serene Highnek left no Means un- 
tried to make himſelf abſolutely Maſter of 
the Whole Diſpute, and of the Merits and 

Miſtakes, 


L 7 


Miſtakes, not only of all the ſeveral Facti- 


ons, but of the ſeveral Perſons who had 


the chief Direction of them; at length, 
after ſerious Meditation on the propereſt 
Means for compoſing all Differences, for 
gratifying as far as Juſtice and Equity 
would allow all Parties, and for eſtabliſh- 
ing the Government in ſuch a Manner, as 
might convince every worthy Citizen that 


he had been conducted by no other Princi- 


ple, than that of providing for the publick 


Tranquillity ; he refolved to make conſi- 


derable Changes in the Regency, and ac- 
cordingly on Friday, September the 6th, he 
directed his Letter for this Purpoſe to the 
Hoff Schout, Mr. Daniel de Dieu, an Ac- 


count of which was the very next Day 


made publick for the Satisfaction of the 
Burghers, and ran thus, 


e As it has pleaſed his Serene Highneſs 
* the Lord Prince of Orange and Naſſau, 
* Hereditary Stadtholder of this Province, 
tc tocauſe to be tranſmitted to the Lords, 
* Burgomaſters, and Regents of this City of 
« Amſterdam, his moſt honoured Letter 
* written at Amſterdam on the 6th In- 
** ſtant ; w” which he hath given them to 

*f underſtand, 
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underſtand, that his ſaid Serene Highneſs 
having made the utmoſt Efforts to remove 
in the beſt Manner, with all the Diſcretion 
poſſible, and the moſt proper Means, the 


Diffidence and Diſcontent the good Burg- 
hers and Inhabitants had entertained a- 


gainſt the Lords Regents, and to unite and 
reconcile the Minds of the Lords Regents, 


and thoſe of the ſaid Burghers and Inha- 
bitants ; but finding all theſe Efforts inef- 
fectual, to the no ſmall Regret of his 


Serene Highneſs, there remained no other 


cc. Way in the preſent troubleſom and per- 


te plexed Situation of Affairs, and for the 


« preventing ſtill greater Calamities, than to 


ce 
ce 
ce 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


make uſe of the Authority granted to 
him, the Lord Prince Hereditary Stadt- 


holder, by the Reſolution of their No- 
ble and Great Mightineſſes, of the 4 f ſt 
of Auguft in the preſent Year ; as alſo 
of the voluntary Offer of their Reſigna- 
tion, made by the Lords, Burgomaiters, 
aad Counſellors mentioned more at large 


in the Reſolution aforeſaid ; and in Con- 


formity to which, his Serene. Highneſs 
hath reſolved, that the four Lords, Bur- 


© gomaſters now reigning, and the thirty- 


five Counſellors (one of the thirty-ſix 


© being dead) all be diſcharged from 


i ew 


771 


25 their Regency, and their Oath, without 
«© Detriment in any Manner to the Honour 
* and Reputation of the ſaid Lords, Bur- 
66 gomaſters and Counſellors, inaſmuch as 
e there 1s not the leaſt Room to ſuſpect 
that they have not duly acquitted them- 
* ſelves in the Execution of their Offices, 
Fo declaring farther, that his faid Serene 
« Highneſs is at all Times ready, if con- 
< trary to Expectation there ſhould any Ne- 
te ceſſity ariſe to grant to the ſaid Lord Re- 
« gents ſo diſcharged, what ever Protection 
e or Safeguard they ſhall think fit to defire, 
* for their Perſons, Families and Effects. 


C And as it has * pleaſec Bis faid 
<«« Serene Highneſs, in Virtue of the before- 
c mentioned Reſolution of their noble and 
« great Mightineſſes of the 3 / of Auguſt 
< laſt, to name for Burgomaſters, my Lord 
Ce Prrdinand van Collen, Lord of Gunter- 
ce fein and Thienhoven, my Lord Cornelius 
ce Tr;p, Baron of old and new Goudrian, 
« Langerſe, &c. my Lord Gerard Arnold 
£c Haſſelaar, | and my Lord William Gideon 
te Deutz : and for Counſellors, my Lords 
* Gerad Bicker van Swieten, Mr. Corne- 
6 lius Hop, Peter Six, Daniel de Dieu, 
1 a” 


7 'E 
«© Peter Rondorp, Egbert de Fry, — 
© mink; Herman van Gheſel, Bonaventure 
* Oetgens van Waveren, Walter Peter Bou- 
* ꝗdaan, Facob van Siryen, Ferdinand van 
Cullen, Gerard Arnold Haſſelaar, Francis 
ec de Wit, Gerard Hooft, Peter de la Court, 
Elias Schellinger, fohn Huydecoper, Da- 
t mel Deutæ, Fobn Baptiſt Shcher, Corne- 
lus Backer, Jahn Calkoen, Fobn Graaſ- 
* land, Wilkam Huyghens, Henry Ter 
ce Smitten, Peter van Tarelink, Arnold 
e van der Waayen, Michael Bruyningh, 
«© Fohn Agges Scholten, Fobn Nicholas van 
% Eys, Dennis Muilman, Fredericꝶ van 
Marcelis, Charles Linſſager, Volgert van 
& Jever, George Clifford junior, Fobn 
% Balde junior, and Matthias Straalman. 


The whole agreeable to a Liſt ſent in 
© a Letter ſealed and directed by his ſaid Se- 
e rene Highneſs to Mr. Daniel de Dieu, 
« Hoff Schout of this City, dated the 675 
ce of this Month, with Orders to the faid 
% Hoff Schout to cauſe the Oath to be law- 
ce fully adminiſtred to the ſaid Lords, Bur- 
e gomaſters, and Counſellors, and to in- 

ſtal them in their reſpective Offices, as 
* was accordingly done in Conſequence, | 
cc « and 


17 1 
<. and agreeable to the much mana Or- 
| * on of his Serene pee er wy 


For theſe Cauſes the | beforementioned 
Lords, Burgomaſters, and Regents of the 
City of Amſterdam, with the Advice of 
* the beforementioned thirty fix Lords, 
*© Counſellors, thought it their indiſpenſable 
„Duty to give proper Notice of all that is 
© abovementioned to the good Burghers and 
<« People of this City, that all and every 
© one may be thereof informed. Done at 


AO Sep. 7th 1748. 
Signed, James Van de Poll. 


By this wiſe and prudent Regulaiiow: his 
Highneſs ſhewed his great Candour and Im- 
partiality for the major Part of theſe, that 
is to ſay, nineteen were of the whole Coun- 
cil, and of the ſeventeen new Members fix 
were taken from amongſt the Deputies of 
the Merchants, - ſo that all Parties had the 
greateſt Reaſon to be ſatisfied, and to ac- 
knowledge the Moderation and Juſtice of 
the Stadtholder. On the Sunday following 
he went to the new Church where the Ma- 
giſtrates were alſo preſent, and dined every 


Day 


1 


[78] 

Day of that Week with ſome. Perſon. of 
Diſtinction in the City. The very ſame 
Day that the new Magiſtrates were inſtalled in 
their Office, Mr. Raap, at the Head of the 
hundred and twenty Deputies from the 
Burghers, went to compliment them, and 
to aſſure them, as he did in a very ſhort 
and modeſt Speech, of their intire Satisfaction 
in reſpe& to his Serene Highneſs's Choice, and 
4 their Saaten Roverencs and Submiſſion. 


72 e were e ſtill nl great many Things 
to be regulated, and as theſe could not be 
regulated without Trouble, his Serene High- 
neſs's Thoughts were much occupied, and 
4 great Part of his Time taken up in making 
the neceſſary. Enquiries for his Direction in 
thoſe Affaits. On the tenth, after mature 
Reflection, he cauſed the following Order 
to be pyhliſhed for modelling the Council of 
War, ſo as to preſerve its Independency, and 
ſatisfy all omaſopablc Perſons. obo: 


10 A appears to bb Highneſs from all 
e that he is able to collect from different 
Quartets, that it would be extreamly 
„difficult, if not impoſſible, to make, with 


© Regard to the Council of War of this 
85 = Cay, 


1791 


ee City, ſuch Alterations as might be equal- 
« ly agrecable to every Body, his Highneſs, 
after having taken upon this Subject the 
Advice of the Lords Burgomaſters, judg- 
cc es, that for the Preſervation of the Tran. 
« quillity of this City, and to give as much 
© Satisfaction as it is poſſible to the good 
e Burghers, it will be moſt convenient, 


« That an independent Council of War 


© be held, compoſed of Captains, Lieute- 
< nants and Enfigns, =. TY On, 
"nn each Company ſhall chuſe for 
* that Effect, by the Majority of Votes, ſuch 


Officers as they ſhall think fit to form this 


hy Council. 


That theſe Captains, Lieutenants and 
te Enſigns, ſo choſen by each Company as 
ce aforeſaid, ſhall afterwards name five Co- 
ce Jonels, and ſhall fill up the Places of the 
Captains, Lieutenants and Enſigns that 
1 were not agreeable to their Companies, 
ec Or they ſhall make a double Nomination, 


<« and preſent the ſame to his Highneſs, in 


© * Order for him to name who ſhall ſucceed 
I | K to 
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Gerriſſ and Henry Bikker, having deſir- 


x 80 ] 
ec to the Officers that are ſo diſmiſſed. Done 
10 at Anker den Sept. 10th 1 748. 


2 Signed, | 
* he Prince of Orange and Naa 
Hats By his e s Order 


Fyobn de Back.” 


On Friday the 13th of September his 


Serene Highneſs accepted an Invitation from 


the Magiſtracy, and dined with them at the 
Town-houſe, upon which Occaſion the 
High-Bailiff, Mr. de Dieu, the four Bur- 
gomaſters, Regent, all the Echevins, two 
Deputies from the Council, one of the 
Penſionaries, and many other Perſons 5 
Diſtinction had the Honour of dining at 


the ſame Table with his Highneſs, Sas 


was conducted thither from the Place, of 
his Reſidence , by three Companies of Bur- 
ghers, * who remained upon Guard all the 


while his . Serene Highneſs was at the 


Town-houſe, and reconducted him at his 


Return amidſt the Acclamations of many 


thouſands of Spectators. Four of the old 
Eſchevins, vg. Meſſieurs Bernard de Wil- 
hem, Facob Gerard Carſſeboom, Henry Hooft 


ed 


[ 8: ] 
ed their Diſmiſſion, his Highneſs 2 7105 
granted it, and appointed the four follow. 


ing Perſons to ſucceed them, viz. Mr. Elias 


Schellinger, Fohn Nicholas Van Eys, Mat- 
thias Straalman and Daniel Hogguer, His 
Serene Highneſs likewiſe named Mr. Ge- 
rard Bieber Van Swieten Lord of Swieten, 
Mr. Egbert de Vry Temminck, and Mr. Jo- 
nas Witſen, the firſt to have a Seat in the 
Council of the Deputies to the States of the 
Province, the ſecond in the College of the 
Admiralty of Anſterdam, and the third in 
the Chamber of Accounts in the Place of 
Mefficurs Solomon Dedel, Nicholas Geel- 
vink Lord of Caftricum, and Andrew Mun- 
ter. The fame Day forty-eight of the old 


Burgomaſters and Eſchevins, who by their 


having paſſed through thoſe Offices had 


acquired certain Privileges and Preroga- 


tives, were diſmiſſed and abſolved from the 
Quik taken at their Admiſſion to their re- 
ſpective Offices. Thus his Serene High- 
neſs kept the middle Path, and laboured 

at the ſame time to convince ſuch as had 


been for many Vears in Power, that he 
had no Prejudice whatever to their Per- 


ſons, nor any Inclination to make uſe of 
the preſent Conjuncture to humble, much 
8 . befs 
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1. 
leſs to oppreſs them; and to ſhew the Bur- 
ghers in general that he meant to give them 
abſolute Satisfaction in all things that were 
conſiſtent with the Conſtitution and Govern- 


ment of the City. 


His Highneſs received all the Applica- 
tions that were made to him with equal 
Affability and Condeſcenſion, heard every 
thing that was propoſed with the utmoſt 
Patience, and after the moſt mature Deli- 
beration took and executed his own Reſo- 
lutions with the greateſt Calmneſs and Stea- 
dinefs imaginable, As for the eighteen De- 
puties from the Merchants, they were the 

only Perſons to whom he ſhewed a more 
than ordinary Attention and Reſpect ; and, 
upon their aſking his Permiſſion, when they 
took leave of him, to addreſs themſelves to 
his Serene Highneſs in caſe their Affairs at 
any time ſhould require it, he was pleaſed 
to add, to the very ſtrong Aſſurances he had 

before given them, the following gracious 
| Expreflions. The Traders of this City are 
always at Liberty to addreſs themſelves 
to me freely either in a publick Man- 
ner, or by Deputation, when that appears 
to them requiſite, or ſeparately and private- 
i; + ly, 


[ 83 ] 
ly, When that is more Gfuitable.1, 1-ſhall 
always look. upon the Time as well em- 
ployed that is ſpent with therg; and no- 


thing will give me greater Pleaſure than to 
be able in any Manner to promote their : 


Commerce. His Highneſs had before gi- 
ven them the ſtrongeſt Proof of, his Since- 
rity, by the Reſpect paid them in the 
Nomination of the new lagiktrates. 


pf t may be expetied that Fas) Nets 

_ dinary that it (deſerves to be taken notice 
of. He cauſed Illuminations and Re- 
joicings to be made at his Houſe upon his 
Serene Highneſs's Arrival at Amſterdam, 
and he continued theſe during all the time 
of his Highneſs's Reſidence there. He 
had ſeveral Audiences, and met with a 
gracious Reception, but was very far 
from aſſuming any kind of Merit, and far- 
ther {till from preſuming to offer any thing 
beyond the Inſtructions he received from 
the Burghers, or attempting to diſtinguiſh _ 
_ himſelf otherwiſe than by ſhewing a Wil- 
lingneſs to contribute, as far as in him lay, 
to Potiſring the Heats that reigned among 
G 2 the 


1641 

the People, and to engage them in a du- 
tiful Submiſſion to the Settlement which 
| his Serene: Highneſs intended, purſuant to 
the Power N me the I 8 
ven by on _ 


1 * 
L W 


IT TW | 


On is cath 4&8 new esel of: War 
was choſen in reſpect to which there was 
more Bine ee Hah *dbodr - any other 
thing, that had been during the Reſidence 
of his Serene Highneſs at Amſterdam. For 
out of the five Regiments, vis. the Orange, 
the Tellou, the Blue, the Mhite, and the 
Green, each conſiſting of twelve Companies, 
there were but four Companies that were 
content to keep their old Officers. It is true 
the Friends to the old Syſtem complained 
of much Diſturbance, and many Irregula- 
rities in the new Election; that they were 
inſulted and terrified in the Night by Per- 
ſons who aſſembled about their Doors, and 
threatned them in Caſe of any Oppoſition. 
There is no doubt on the one hand, that all 
this was directly contrary to his Serene 
Highneſs's Deſire and Deſign; and there is 
no Doubt too, that theſe Diſturbances, or, 
to ſpeak with greater Propriety, the Report 
of theſe Diſturbances were very much ex- 

ESE aggeratcd, 


[85 ] 5 


aggerated. But however, taking them as 


ſtated, there was nothing either very ſtrange, 


or very inexcuſable in People's treſpaſſing 


a little upon Decency; for that is all that 
is pretended in Reference to thoſe who in 


their Opinions had treſpaſſed for ſo many 


Vears upon their Liberties. Such ſmall 
Exceſſes will happen in all Caſes of this 


Nature, and one may truly wonder, that 


greater did not happen on the Occaſion. 
However, as we ſhall ſec hereafter, his Se- 
rene Highneſs did not fail to take Notice 
of theſe by the Placard which, he publiſhed 
in Confirmation of the Proceedings of this 
Council of War, and their Choice of the 


| five following Gentlemen for their Colonels, 


Meſſieurs Cornelius Weyer Broeck, Jacob 
Elies, Fames Dupeyron Janſæ, Henry Stad- 


lander and Gedeon Victor, it may not be 


amiſs to obſerve, that the Burghers made 
uſe of the Privileges granted them by his 
Serene Highneſs's Letter dated September 
10th, and made a direct Choice of all their 


Officers ſo as to ſecure in the Council of 


War a true Repreſentative of their own 
Body, the want of which could alone juſti- 
fy their aſſembling at the Doele. This 
Remark will ſerve to explain ſeveral Paſ- 
G 3 ſages 


| 86 N 
ſages in the following Paper, which, in 
Point of Sentiment, Prudence and Dignity, 
may paſs for a Maſter- piece, and will re- 
main a ſtanding Monument of the Wiſ- 

dom, Spirit, and Steadineſs of that great 
and good Prince, by whom it is ſigned, 
and who left it as his Act and Deed with 
* Toys gn of ne 


Wo Willian Charles Henry Hab, by the 
r Grace of God Prince of Orange and Naſſau, 
r Count of Catzenelnbogen, Vianden, Di- 
et, Spei gelberg, Buren and Lerdam, 
LY Marquis of of Tere Veere and Pluſting, 
Baro of Breda, of the Town of 
Grave; and of the Country of Cuy 
KLE «Ye Mein, Cranendonk, Eindhoven and 


=” Trefveld, Lord of Breedevoord, Ti urnhout, 


«! of. Gertrudemberg, Villemſtadt, St. Mar- 
*-«renfayk, Clunderr, Upper and Lower 
< Zwaluwe,  Zevenbergen, Steenbergen, 
ha 'Grimbergue, Herftal, St. Vith, Arlay, 
« Noſeray, Butgenback, D#aſbourg and 
** Warnenton, Hereditary Burgrave of 
« Antwerp, and Bezangon, Hereditary 
* Marſhal of Holland, Hereditary Stadt- 
be holder, Captain General and Admiral of 
[2 * the United ach and Knight of 

5 cc the 


1 871 


ce the moſt noble Order. of the Garter, 
To all to whom theſe Preſents 1 
c come, mah known, 


cc 


1. That the good Burghers, and Inha- 
bitants of the Town of Amfterdam, hay- 


< ing beſought Us to grant them a Council 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


£6 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
40 


cc 


of War free and independent, and to 
name for that Purpoſe, the Members 
which ought to compoſe it, and ta put 
at their Head five Colonels, we have ma- 
turely deliberated on the Means moſt 
proper and convenient for ſatisfying eſ- 
ſentially the Intentions and Deſire of 
the good Commonality of the ſaid Ci- 
ty, without injuring the Privileges and 
the fundamental Laws of the ſaid Pro- 
vince in general, as well as the Pre- emi- 
nences and Prerogatives of the Council 


of War in particular, as it was granted 
them in its firſt Eſtabliſhment, which 


was almoſt as old as that of the Repub- 


lick itſelf, the whole being amongſt the 


Number of thoſe things which we 
have ſolemnly ſworn to maintain and 
ſupport. 


G 4 es 
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Fe That e our Deliberations upon 


this important Affair, we have remark- 


ed with Regret, that ſome evil-minded 
ce 


Perſons have inſtilled into the good 
Burghers and Inhabitants, falſe Ideas of 
the Nature-of a Council of War free 
and independent, which being day by 
day inſinuated more and more, have 


taken ſo deep Root, that it has given 
Occaſion to the making Demands fo 
abſurd, that if they were granted, fo 


far from ſatisfying the real Intentions, 
or fulfilling effectually the Deſires of 


the worthy Townſmen, that on the 
_ contrary. they would be a manifeſt In- 


fraction on the Privileges, and would 
bring about a total Deſtruction of the 
ancient Rights and lawful Pre-eminen- 
ces of the Council of War, and alſo of 


that Liberty and Independency, which 


they have demanded, we would be plea- 


ſed to grant to the ſaid Council of War. 


“ That all theſe Circumſtances have in- 
i duced us, inſtead of deciding the Affair 
tin a Manner contrary to ſo many falſe 
* Notions, to — an Expedient for pa- 


ey cifying 


189 
* cifying the worthy Townſmen, as we 
“ have already done by our Decliration of 
e the tenth of this Month, bearing i in Sub- 
* ſtance, that the Officers. agreeable to the 
** Townſmen, ſhould hold a Council of 


« War, free and independent for filling up 


ce the Places of the Officers who were diſ- 
ce agreeable to them, as alſo for electing 
e five. Colonels, or for the Nomination of 
« double that Number of Perſons, and 
c preſenting us the Liſt of their Names, 
* to the End that we might have choſen 
* thoſe that we thought proper; the whole 
* with a View, and from the juſt Expecta- 


* tion that this proviſional Settlement would 


ec have given abundant Room to the wor- 
thy Townſmen to be ſatisfied, and have 
* afforded Time for Mens Minds to cool; 


„ fo that at length they might conſider 


Things with an impartial Eye, without 
* Prejudice and in their true Situation. 


* But to our great Regret we have 


<« found, that notwithſtanding our continual | 


Care, and the Pains that we ourſelves 
tc have taken to direct all Things for the 
«© beſt, the Event has by no Means an- 


80 ſwered our upright Intention, either with 


KRegard 


. 90 
8 Regard to the holding a Council of War, 
< free and independent, conformable. to bur 


te declared Deſign, or in reſpect to that 


1 Change ſo much wiſhed for, and hoped 


« in (Rs eo of the Peoples Minds. 


< Seping. hhac. with Reſpect to the firſt 


jn chuſing the Members who ought to 


<« compoſe the ſaid Council of War, there 


has not been left in many Quarters and 
« Companies to the Burghers, and thoſe 


e that contribute to the Companies that 
<* intire Liberty which they ought to 


* have had, of declaring according to their 
© Inclination ; but on the ' contrary they 


© have been intimidated; and after an im- 


de poſing Manner obliged to regulate their 


*© Choice according to the Fancy, and the 


0 good Pleaſure of «hoſe who have dared 
tc commit ſuch Diſorders, Fr 


e That 8 have thought fit to take 
“ Commiſſions from Officers, whom their 
cc Companies have declared to be agreeable 
e to them, and who had already in that 
0 „Quality aſſiſted at the Deliberations of 


| * the Council of War. 


66 That 


— 
That farther ſtill ſome Quarters and 
8 «. Conpinie that - had declared, that all 
«© their Officers were'diſagrecable to them, 
c and who, conſequently, had no body they 
e could charge to affiſt at a Council of 
War, have taken upon themſelves to 
* Hathe directly other Officers, and to pre- 


<« ſent theſe Nominations to the Council of : 
82 War. 


« That by this irregular Manner of a&- 
«ing, they have deprived a great Number 
of Members who ought to have compo- 

* fed the ſaid Council of War, of the Fa- 
e culty and Power of making, according to 
* our Intention publickly declared, a free 
Choice of Perſons they judged the moſt 
* proper, and the moſt capable of filling 

© the Poſts of the Officers that were not 
e agreeable to their Companies, which has 
© given Occaſion more than once to ſe- 
e yeral of the moſt diſtinguiſned Members 
of the Council of War to complain, that 
© the Freedom of their Deliberations, and 
e their Choice had been hindered and di- 
* bod. 


% That 
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TI That i in Reference to the ſecond: Point, c 
* we have heard with very deep Concern; 
e and at the ſame Fime with the utmoſt 
1 Indignation, that ſome evil- minded Per- 
** ſons have continued their wicked Prac- 


** tices to miſlead the worthy Townſmen; 
to intimidate them by ſtrong Menaces, 
** which deſerve to be ſeverely puniſhed, 


« and to circulate all Sorts of ſeditious 
Reports in order to excite Diffidence, 
* and to create Diſunion among the Bur- 
« ghers; from whence, if the Minds of 
Men were once ſharpened and embitter- 
ed, there could be nothing expected but 


20 extreme Confuſion, and ſuch dreadful 
Miſchiefs as might threaten with total 
Ruin, both the City and the Republick. 


5 


« That tho” it evidently appears from 


ec all this, that-in very many Reſpects they 
© have not obſerved and followed, as they 
© ought to have done, our declared inten- 
tion as well with regard to the Nomina- 
<< tion, of the Members who were to aſſiſt 


« at the ſaid Council of War, as with Re- 


* ference to that Liberty which ought to 


< have reigned in their Deliberations ; ne- 


755 vertheleſs, in order to give to the whole 
= 
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ee % Body of the Burghers a moſt. ſignal 
Proof of our Affection, and of our * 
© cere and paternal Condeſcenſion, we 
have been very willing to approve, as by 
* theſe Preſents we do approve; the Elec- 
ce tion. made by the ſaid Council of War, 
« of five Colonels, and of other Officers 
e in the Room of thoſe who were de- 
e clared not to be agreeable to their re- 
ec ſpective Companies; and that farther we 
have thought fit to ordain and confirm, 
© as by theſe Preſents we do ordain and 
« confirm, the ſaid five Colonels and other 
Officers lately elected, ſo that they, in 
* Conjunction with thoſe that remain in 
© Commiſſion, ſhall form the Council of 
War, but in ſuch a Manner that the 
© ſaid Council of War ſhall not aſſemble 
** without previous Notice given to the 
Lords Burgomaſters, and when it ſhall 
ec be convened by the Colonels to whom 
< it ſhall be abſolutely left to judge, if 
| the Council of War ought to be con- 
© yened or not, that the ſaid Council of 
<« War ſhall. for the preſent, and for ever, 
<« have the Right of deliberating freely upon 
10 ſuch Matters as belong thereto, and that 
the ſaid Council of War ſhall be alſo at 
— Liberty 


85 Hyisrbiy the paternal Ca 
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. Ta 
16 Liberty upon the Vacancy of che Poſts 
tc. f Colonels, or other Officers, to elect 
©. and eſtabliſh ſuch others conformable to 


the Privileges and antient Conſtitutions, 


< Rules and Uſages, as they ſhall think fit, 
* for the common OTE and _ clfare 


* of the m 
2 3 318% © T Ws 
ec That being rer e to 8 


and Affec- 
tion that we have for the worthy Burghers 
«and Inhabitants of this City, we are 
TE -alſo for this Time, to forget and 
& paſs by all the Diſorders that have been 
et committed, and have been brought to dur 
Knowledge, as well as thoſe that have 
© Happened * elſewhere. We 


And as we have ** to give 


* thereby in all Reſpects to the good 


<« Burghers and Inhabitants of the ſaid City 
2 all poſſible Satisfaction, ſo far as the ſame 

could be given without any Infringement 
11 © of the Privileges of the City, and with- 


* out Violation of the ſolemn Oath that 


« we have taken, we ourſelves alſo expect 
< on the Part of the good Townſmen'and 


ane © Inhabitants, that they thall hereafter be- 


* "— mm have 


[ighe]! 


«hive. themſclves all and erery one of 


9 them as becomes good and obedient 


10 Burghers ard Townſtmen, as well in te- 
gard to what concetns our preſent ſerious 

ce and good: Intentions,” as generally i in all 

e that concerns their Duty, and more eſpe- 


* cially in whatever relates to that Reſpect 


© and Submiſſion which they owe to their 
on lawful cons. 


0 We are moreover willing to echort and 


"We admoniſn in the moſt ſerious and cordial 


Manner, all and every one of them with- 
e out Diſtinction, and we do exhort and 
ͤäadmoniſh them by theſe Preſents to ſe- 
<* parate themſelves immediately, and to 
** abſtain from all publick Aſſemblies under 
*© what Name or Pretence ſoever, enjoin- 


ing alſo particularly thofe who have been 


e deputed from the ſeveral Quarters and 
Companies of Burghers, to regard from 


his Moment their {aid Commiſſions and 


every thing of the like Nature as expired, 
under Pain to thoſe who ſhall be found 
de to ct contrary to our preſent ſerious 
«© Reſolution and Intention, and who ſhall 
** be guilty of any Enterprize contrary to 
* the — of the * or of the 
66 * leaſt 


, 


L964: 
r feaſt Diſobedience their Orders, that they. 
ball be puniſhed according to the Exigen- 
©& 6 


jak ws of this Country without any Con- 
4 nivance, as Diſturbers of the publick 


_ eres „ 
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| E e Peace, and Contemners of our ſalutary 
45 ec Orders. and * to ſerve for an 


. Example to chen. 5 


= And to the End. F ie no  Perfon may 
1 plead Ignorance, theſe Preſents ſhall be 
publiſhed and affixed in the uſual Man- 
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of the Caſe, e- ca to the ; 


a 5 te ner, and in the uſual Places.” Given 
13 at ee, 2 1 5th I 258. 
E | 8 
1% 3 Signed, | 
= , N G S. fel The Prince of Orange and Naſſau, 
_ Sb Bye Order of his Serene Highneſs, 
N | | Coumterligned, 
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